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The Commlulon on Judicial Nom-
ination interviewed between l5
and 20 candidates, about half ol
those who had applled, for an
opening on the New York Court of
Appeals over three days last week,
according to sources. Among those
who were reportedlY interviewed
were Justice Albert M. Rosenblatt'
of the Appellate Division, Second
Department ;  Just ices D.  Bruce
Crew 3d and Thomas E. Mercure ol
the Third Departmen! Charles G.
Moerdler, a partner at Stroock &
Stroock & Lavan; and Mlchael J.
Hutter Jr., special counsel at Thuil-
lez, Ford, Gold & Johnson in Alba'
ny. With the openlng created bY
the resignation of Judge Vito J.
Titone who came from the Second
Department, Justice Rosenblatt is
considered the favorite'son candi'
date ol Second Department lustices
who would like to see Judge Ti'
tone's successor come from their
department, sources said.
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I 'he Slate Commloslon on Judlclal
Nornlrration wii l not rreet unti l next
Irronth lo vote olr a l ist of nantes
frorrr which ,Governor putor,i inuri
sele.ct tlre successor to luAge Vilo
J. Tltone on the New york C"ourt ol
A1;peals, sources report. The conr-
nrission. had prevlously schedulecl
a. uleellng for last Thursday at
whiclr it was expected to vote on
tts tist- of recornmenclett cancll-
clates. _Because the Covernor has
15 to 30 days to make hls choice
atter receivlng the l lst, the revised
s{nedute may puslr the outslde
deadline for the Covernor's selec.
uon past the state's general elec-
tion orr Nov. 3.
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