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THE UNFINISHED NEW YORK STATE BUDGET STORY ON THE GOVERNOR’S DESK

Your coverage of the New York State budget makes it appear that the story ends with the Legislature’s passage of
budget bills.

Is this what the People should believe? And is it your view that the “behind-closed-doors” deal-making by the “three (or
has it been four?) men in a room” — Cuomo, Skelos, Silver (& Klein) -- dispenses with Article VII, Sec. 4 of the State
Constitution?

Attached is that constitutional provision, as likewise Article VI, Sec. 1 of the State Constitution, so that you can see that
the procedure for appropriations for the Executive branch is different from the procedure for appropriations for the
Legislature and Judiciary, the entirety of which goes before the Governor, subsequent to the Legislature’s vote.

What coverage have you given to the budgets of these two separate government branches, merged into a single
appropriations bill, S.2601/A.30017?

To assist your coverage, attached is the Center for Judicial Accountability’s March 29" |etter to the Governor’s
Chief of Staff entitled:

“The Governor's Duty to Disapprove S.2601-A/A.3001-A (Judiciary/Legislative Appropriations Bill),
Pursuant to Article VII, §4 & Article 1V, §7 of the New York State Constitution, Because the Legislature
Violated Express Constitutional and Statutory Safeguards, as well as its Own Rules, in Passing
It” (underlining in the original).

The letter is posted on CJA’s website, www.judgewatch.org —on our NEW webpage entitled “Holding Government
Accountable for its Grand Larceny of the Public Fisc”, accessible via the top panel “Latest News”. For your
convenience, here’s the direct link, http://www.judgewatch.org/web-pages/judicial-compensation/grand-larcency-of-

public-fisc.htm .




Perhaps you will begin your investigative reporting by confirming that the letter was brought to the Governor’s attention
“without delay”, as therein requested — and that the Governor’s office never announced any photo-op, public signing of
S.2601-A/A.3001-A.

As always, | am available to answer any questions you might have.
Thank you.
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