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Bv Hand

September 2L,  1993

Joseph Berger ,  Westchester  Bureau Chief
Thg New York Tines
Whi te Pla ins,  New york

Dear  Mr .  Be rge r :

As d iscussed,  encrosed herewl th ls  a  eopy of  the Ninth Judic iarcommit teers powerfur  test imony presentento the senate i lud ic iarycommittee in Arbany on septem-bei 7th; which t i l  ; ; ; ; ised to readi n  f u t l .

r  am a lso enelos ing the T imesr  ar t ic le ,  wr l t ten by James Dao,
!h l !  appeared on septen6sr  8th--as werr  as our  as yet  unpubl ishedLet ter  to  the.  Edi tor .  Mr.  Dao tord me that  h is  " ;a i ; i ;or ig ina l ly .  rnent ioned the Ninth Judic ia l  commit tee 's  opposi t ion toJudge Leviners conf  i rnat ion,  but  that  such inctus i in  ; ; ; - 'c ; ;because of  space considerat ions

In v iew of  the September 9th rop-Edi l  p iece,  i lNew yorkrs  Archaiccou r t s r r ,  by  E .  Leo  M i ronas ,  New io rk  s ta te rs  ch ie f  Admin i s t ra t i veJ u d g e  ,  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  o u !  r  o p p o s i t i o n  t ; - ; ; ; 9 "  L e v i n e r sconf i rmat ion is  ext remely rerevant  and -  t i rnery.  
-  

i  a i rect  yourat tent ion in  par t icu lar  to  Judge Mironast  s tat6rnent :

r rMost  o f  our  t r ia l  judges are e lected,  not
appointed,  and the i r  nominat ion is  cont i t r lea
by the Democratic 

..n_d. Repubrican p"ri i"=,
which have used the jud ic ia iy  as an impoi l in t,  souree of  pat ronager l

A copy of Judge Milon^as r pieee is encrosed for yourconvenience,  as is .  a  copy.  o f  the qannet t  ed i tor ia l ,  rJudic ia l
serect ion process is  outa i ted,  and i€G Frawedrr ,  appear ing th ispast  sunday,  rerat ive to  the pol i t ica l  contro l  br  juageships atthe Judic ia l ,  Nom. i -nat ing convent ions in  the r . r i i tn  Judic ia lDis t r ic t .  s ince the Ni ; th  Judic ia l  cornmi t tee n.= 

- t "en 
work ing

to protect the public frornprec ise ly  such por i t icar  m-aniputat ion,  
I  hope you wourd agreethat  a  s tory  about  our  work is  long-past  due.



Mr. Joseph Berger

Enclosures:
( a )  e / 7  / e 3
( b )  e / 8 / e 3
( c )  e /e /e3
(d )  s /e /e3

( e )

/;
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rn that regard '  T got - the impression from our telephoneconversation that you did not ai al l  review o.r i- cri t ique ofAndrew ofRourke and the federar  jud ic ia l  screening p.o""==,  whichr hand-delivered t_o . yo[- imt,eOfalJf V 
- 

fof f owinq 
'yiut 

March 6thar t ic le  r ro  I  Rourke Rej  ects  of  fer  o f  iud ic ta l  i i .A ' i . -  consider in j
that there are novr r-30 vacancies on the federar bench b;i ; ;f i l l_ed by Pres ident  c l in ton,  r  imagine that  the T imes would wishto do a story as to what changes hive been made i i :En" ="r""r., i . ,gp rocess  s ince  ou r  c r i t i que ,  wh ich  documen ted  i t s  g ; ; ; ;
de f i c i enc ies ,  .was  p resen ted  to  the  readersh ip  

-  
o r  t he  u .s .senate.  cer ta in ly ,  in  the coming months,  w€ can expect  to  see asteady stream of art icles in the Tirnes "rrr,o,rrdinga{ne 

-i lo

nominat ions--as,  for  instance,  the enctosea August  23Eh p iece
repor t ing on the f i rs t  batch of  13.  Donr t  you €ni t r  the p i rur i "
should know sonething about the proeess and the essentiai role
they can p lay in  contr ibut ing to  i t?

You wi l l  recal l  that  on March 9th,  based on our  ext raord inary
cr i t ique,  r  faxed to  you numerous s tory  proposals .  For  your
convenience,  a  dupl icate is  enc losed.  in  

- r i in t  
o f  the conlest

between Richard Brodsky and Andrew orRourke fo f  county Execut ive--about  which you have a l ready wr i t ten extensive ly- - there aresevera l  impor tant  angres which could be deveroped.  
-  

rndeed,  theN in th  Jud ic ia l  conmi t tee  made  con tac t  w l th  Mr . ' n rodsky fs  o r r i "e
back in  November l -991 when -1!  f l rs t  began l ts  fnves- fgat ton- f ;a ;
Mr .  o rRourke rs  j ud i c ia l  qua l i f i ca t i ons .  Mr .  B rodsky  has  been  inpossession of  our  cr i t ique s ince,  d t  reast ,  last  sep ' tember.

Please let us \.or. when you would be avallabre for us to make apersonal  presentat ion tg  you.  we look forward to  updat ing t " " - " "what  is  be ing accornpr ished by a local  gr . "=- .o t t= c i t izens '
group.

Yours for  a  qual i ty  jud ic iary ,

&-ara<
ELENA RUTH SASSOI{ER
Coordinator ,  Ninth Judic ia l  Commit tee
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