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Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
FROM:

PeT ny telephone conversatlon with phil  Boffeyrs off ice, Iunderstand that the enclosed letter--hand-delivered at about mid-night last night to the front desk of The New york Times--has notbeen received by the editorial board

r, therefore, ^am faxing a duplicate, together with one of the twoenclosures referred to therein: my 9/26/94 Lettei io tn" Editor.

An addit ional hard-copy, with both encrosures, wir l  be hand_delivered tomorrow.

Your attention is greatly appreciated.

€@1ee^,e .---Sbspd- 6.lJ\L/'
P. s. Please give our sincerest comprirnents to

writers of rtNew york r s Mystery 
'ceneraU 

and
Way to Pick a Judgett .
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l lNo
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By Hand

September 29, L994

Board of Editors
The New York Times
229 West  43rd Street
New York, New york 10036

RE:

Dear Editorial Board:

Following up my yesterdayrs
you of the extraordinary
interest in pursuing tha
above-mentioned editorials.

[Nerrr Yorkrs Irtystery GeneralrttNo Way to Pilk a iudqerr

telephone message, f wish to inform
fact that Timesr reporters have no
important issues iaentif iea in your

extensively about
editorial position
U.S. Supreme Court

Indeed, relative to the editorial i lNelr Yorkrs Mystery cenerdlr, fhave left innumerable recorded messages with tn'e replrter who hasbeen covering the_Attorney Generarrs race--and he simpry aoes noieven return ny cal1s.

I note that The New york Times has writtenrrconfl ict of interesti l  issues--and that your
on the confirmation of Stephen Breyer to the
was frarned in the context of that i lsue.

However, whereas the I 'confl ict of interest issuen in Justice
Breyerrs  case was one about  which eth ic is ts  d i f fered t i .e .Professor  s tephen Gir lers  v .  professor  Monroe Freedmanl ,  ih" r "can be no dispute that our New York state Attorney General hasb r o k e n  t h e  m o s t  f u n d a m e n t a r  r u l e  r e g a r d i - n g  j u a i c i a i
d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n a n d , f f i 1 i g h t e s t 1 e g a I a u t h o r i t y , h a s
allowed judges sued in an Art icre 7e. proc"e-aing, charra;gi;;
their conduct as criminar, to decide theii  orr, ".=J. '

Although the Articre 78 remedy is a burwark of our democracy--
designed to afford independent review of governmental abuse--your
reporters--who are not lawyers--have not the sl ightest knowlldge
of  what  i t  is  and donr t  care about  i t  or  about  confr ic ts_of_
interest r  Do mat ter  how brazen those conf l ic ts  are.



Editorlal Board

Enclosures:

Page Two Septenber 29, Lggl

P1ease read the enclosed rf l ,et ter to the Editorr ,  whiclr  f  faxed tothe Times on september 26_th--as y"t-- .rtrpublished.--- rt outl inesthe extraordinary Article 
,7g.proc.iai"g, now before the court ofAppeals, which must properry ble an issu'e inTnl=- "-.ip.igrr.

Please also .r.".d ny september 29th retter to the Repubricannominee for Attorney cene-raI, Dennis vac-co (c/o lrlr. Frynn)__which
ff:$="::=i:i":"nexes 

corm,rnications riin trie' oerno"r.ti" nominee,

The voters .rg. counting on {?u to pugh the reporters of theTimes to ask the candiiates^ .t_rre q""Jtii"="'i=h.'t=""";" september17th  ed i to r ia l  pose.  Donr t  fa i l l= i  
- - -

Yours for a quatity judiciary,

€Ceno. <o_
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountabif i ty

( a )
( b )

9/25/94 r rLet ter  to  the Edi tor"
9/29/94 le t ter  to  Dennis  Vacco,  Esg.
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September 25, L994

Letter to the Editor
The New York Times
229 West  43rd Street
New York, New York 10036

Dear Edi tor :

Your September LTth

Attorney General recognizes

candidates intend to handle

defending the state against

editorial about the New York State

that rrvoters need to know how the

the jobts meat-and-potatoes work of

Iegal  act ionsrr .

We agree--and believe you should alert voters to a

part icular legar action, defended by the Attorney General. rt  is

a case about which the candidates for that, office must be

specif ical ly questioned since it  wiII  be on the desk of whomever

is elected our next Attorney General.

The case, entit led Sassower v. Hon. Guy Mangrano. et

dr . ,  d i rect ry  af fects  the publ ic .  r t  charges h igh-ranking judges

wi th abusing the i r  jud ic ia l  o f f ice for  po l i t ica l ,  re ta l ia tory

purposes. It is instructive to see how the Attorney General

defended the judges sued in that regal action. He refused to

enforce the law and rules governing judicial disquali fLcation and



permitted the very judges sued in the proceeding to decide their

own ease- How did the judges decide? predictabry, they granted

the notion of their orrrn attorney, the Attorney Generar, and

disrnissed the case against themserves. This may sound rike

somethi-ng out of Alice in l{onderland, but the resurt has been a

very real cover-up of judicial corruption--aided and abetted by

the Attorney General.

presentry, the matter ls before our staters highest
court, the New york court of Appeals--where the Attorney ceneral
argues--without the slightest lega1 authority--that there should

be no appelrate review of his judicial clientsr serf-interested

decis ion in their  favor.

For the voting pubric to choose interrigentry who
should be our next Attorney General, the press must insist that
each candidate respond to the facts of this extraordinary case.
Those facts show that a rnajor governmentar scandar has taken
prace and that our constitutionar rights are inperiled by the
very government officials whose duty it is to protect those
rights, including the Attorney General of the State of New york.

Any candidate who cannot uneguivocally condemn the
abandonment of the most basic rure of l-aw that ,no man can be the
judge of his own eauserr lacks the competence and courage required
of our statets highest law enforcement of f icer.



Finarly, since the next Attorney General wir l ,  upon
tak ing of f ice,  have the i r re futable ev idence of  jud ic iar
corruption that is ful ly documented in this ease, the issue of

Judiciar corruption is not an abstract one. rt is irnrnediate and

etrave- consequently, the candLdates nust arso define the rore
that the Attorney General wil l  pray, as rthe peoplers rawyerr, in
safeguarding the integrity of our third branch of government. At
present, the Attorney Generarrs off ice neither investigates

cornplaLnts of judiciar corruption nor even refers them for
investigation

The Center for
part isan ci t izensl
of  the judic iary.

l s
the

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountabil i ty

Judicial Accountabil i ty
group working to irnprove

a non-
quality


