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January  2 ,  L996

Box 69, Gedney Station
\{hite Plains, New york 10605

Edward I. Koch, Esg.
Robinson, Silverman, pearce, Aronsohn & BernanL29O Avenue of Americas, 3oth Fl_oor
New York,  New york LOL64

RE:  Y

Dear Mr. Koch:

This letter is a protest against .  your vicious and whorryunhlarranted public character asiassination "r *"-r i l I" r carred upon your tark show rast Friday, December 29th. you aia i" i- i i" !me a chance to be heard in response to_your naligning comments,which r berieve you twice repeated. those ,"*. ix= s/ere that,based upon what you had been tord by a reporter--whose name youdid not identify--r was not "ome6ne whb was credibre. Myimpress ion is  . that .  you s i lenced 
- ine- 'auai"  

wnen i - r " rponded byasking you to identi iy the unnamed reporter and that you si lencedit again when r requEsted an opportu-nity to be neira in ny owndefense. pre-sumably, the p,i ipo=. "t such sirencing was tomisread the audience 
- in to 

bel ie 'v inq in . t  r  had accepted yourunwarranted attack upon my good name.-

rt vtas uncrear to me whether there was any connection betweenyour narignment of me and your surprisi"q' i".q"iry irnrnediatelyprior thereto as to whether ny mother was a judge. Had r notbeen cut off by Your what r wourd have said Jnori i  my rnother isthat she is an expert. on judiciar r. i"" i iorr.- rr,  
-rg7r, 

she servedas a member of  the f i rs t  jud ic ia l  screening p""" i - "=- tur r ished bythe Reform Denocrats of New york county to pass upon thequal i f icat ions of  a I l  candidatgt .  i " "  lua ic iar  r . i i rc j -es on thesupreme court in the First Judicial De'partnent. An art icre shewrote about her experience was pubrishea on the front_page of theoctober  22,  r97r  New york Law J-ournar- -a copy of  which r  encrose.Thereafter, she was appointeo to trre .Juaiciai s"r""[ i"n comnitteeof  the New york s tate Bar  Associat ion-- the 
-  

t i r= t  woman soappointed.  she served fo f  -  e ight  
-v"urr ,  

f rom Lg72 to t -9g0,interviewing candidates for the few ytrr state couit of Appeals,the Appel la te Div is ions,  and the cour t  o f  c la ims.

However, because you had mentioned the prevalent practice ofjudicial cross-endorsernent on your radio show the preceding day,r began by describing rny rnother- a" a r iwyer who had been rrrun outof  the profess ion ror  jua ic ia l  wnis i re-utowing against  jud ic ia l



Edward Koch, Esq.

I do not know
when you heard
you began your
comments I had
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cross-endorsenentr. rt  ora: my irnpression that you 'spoke overrlmy remarks so as to prevent tne r istening audience from hearingabout her reg:1 . charlenge . to ,' iuai-iar -"ror=-".,alrr"r.nt,,. 
Adescription of that hist-oric "ha11"riq; .r,a rhe vicj.ous judicialretal iat ion to yhich my mother has u-eln subjected was publisheda S a n o p - E d a d i n t h e o c t o b e r 2 6 , 1 g g 4 @ , r e p r i n t e d

on November L, 1-994 in th"^ For yourinformation, 
- Jay Diamond of i fr" story soimportant and cornperring that he interviewed ny mother on hisradio show the very nighi, the Tirnesi-a&ertisernent appeared.

rt was right after my brief response to -yggr. inguiry about nymother that--out of t tr!  utue--you announced that thLre had been areporter with you when r had 
-carred 

i;  on the Dick oriver showthe previous day (Thursday) . according t;- yi]-"anr= unnamedreporter tord you that you lnourd not berl.eve uilv[f i i"g r said.
By contrast to the nariciousness of this unnamed reporter, whoseidentity r denand to know, it rnusi-ue--st.tea that the wABc Radiostaff v,ras so impres.sed by ny remarks on Thursdayrs Dick OLivershow that they invited rne to ue interviewed uy cirrl i= sriwa thenext day, Fr iday,  December 29th.  rndeed, not tn iy-dia ur.  sr iwainterview me in-the ,zL? a.m. -tirne "r"l-, but he thtuqht enough ofthe work of the work of our center--wnicn .;;dI; opening thejudic iar  screening process to the pubr ic-- tnai-h;-  asked me toreci te the centerrs phone number for  the l is teningL- iudience.

rronical ly,  about an hour before r  cal led the Dick or iver show onThursday, rerat ing what naa-tar""-p-r"""  at  the previous dayrs"pubrictr hearing of the Mayor I s Advrsory commi_ttee on theJud ic ia ry ,  r_ te rephoned your  1aw o f f i ce .  r  a ia  so  in  thebelief--prainry rniitaken--_t1rat you ,""ra be interested in therrshamrr nature. .of the ,pubrisrr. n'".ring conaucie<r by the Mayorr sAdvisory cornmittee on the ludiciary.-- ' rr., addition io reaving nyname, r  lef t  a message ident i fy ing i ryserf .  as naving L"" .  the onrymember of the pubric to have gi-ven testinony ut- fnut ,,pubric,,
h e a r i n g .

whether you were avrare of that telephone messagerny carr on the Dick oriver show. HowLver, because
.oorn radio prograrn 

.by responding qi i i i""rry to thejust made on the oic-i< oriver snowl, referring to

l- rn response to my remark that ,John and Jane e. pubric,,did not know aLout the 
'"p.tui ic" - i i""r i"g 

u""""=" the MayorrsAdvisory comrnittee did not place a notice of i t  in The New yorkTimes, the N_ew. . york post,- o, the b-ai1.i- lrJri=j ln"r=p.pers ofgenera l  c i rcu lat ion--but ,  ra ther  in  tne ,you commented that Law Journar readers were t1h" or.r1y peopre whohave anyth ing wor thwhire to  say ' , .  At  the same t ime,  you arso
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l _ .

the jud ic ia l  
.se lect ion process--and was.going to  guest ion you asto- _your posit ion on opening _t!" judici ir  =tr"L"i"g process topublic scrutiny. Thls wourd hlve exposed as ,,sham, yourpostlr. ing about the so-called rrmerit seleit ionrr of judges, whichr  ber ieve rests  on -  keeping !h"  process r rbehind c fosea d.oorsr ,with the pubric unable tt  v6rify w'nat is taxing ptac;.

rndeed, before r went ,on the airr with you on Friday, r outr inedfor the WABC Radio staffer who. picked up the phone the questions
r wourd -ask you. Those questions r repeat now--and a=i you a;answer them publicly:

Since judges are public servants--who serve
the public ald_ are paid for by then--why
should jud ic ia l  screening be a r r5g5in6l
closed-doorsrr process with the public given
no opportunity to know the identity and
qual i f icat ions of  appl icants  for  iu i ic ia f
o f f i ce?

How. can .the public independently verify that
a judicial screening panel is- adheri ing tor rmer i t  se lect iont r  pr inc ip les i f  i t  keeps
confidential al l  information about the ttpoo1,,
of applicants who have applied to i t  for
jud ic ia l  pos i t , ions and aI I  in format ion about
the recommendees it  has forwarded to the
mayor--even their names--and when the public
is deprived of even the applications 6f the
judicial nominees the mayoi 

-appoints?

3. what justi f ication is there for denying the
publ ic  access to  . thg appl icat ions i i f6a by
Mayor  Gui l ian i rs  jud ic ia l  nomi-nees wi th  h i ;
screening cornmi t tee--or  the appr icat ions
f i led wi th  screening panels  by-  jud ic ia l
nominees appointed by Mayor OinXIns and
yoursel f?

Prainry. the only way, the pubLic can even begin to sort out theaccusations being rnSde by you and Mayor Guil iani is to afford i taccess to the apprications f ired by Judge Scwartzward and xaye
ylth the_ Mayorrs Advisory conrnittee on tt ie tuaicl; ; t ,  as werr asthose f i led by Judges posner and Mr. Torres.

These. irnportant points vrer_e more furly elaborated by me in nyscathing testimony at the December 27E:n "public" heaiing "i  tnl
Mayorrs Advisory comrnittee on the Judiciar-y. since the Mayorrs
Advisory committee arranged for the hearir ig to fe 

- iecorded 
by astenographerr .  r .  .suggest  you obta in a copy of  the t ranscr ip t  sothat  you can bet ter  understand the s ign i f icance of  these issues.

2 .



rnasnuch as you purport to be the rrvoice of reason. r w€ rookforward to your respo-nding--rF you cAN--on the air, giving me andny mother egual t ine to r6spond to y"", answers.

Edward Koch, Esg.

P .  s .

2 The reverse
Martindale-Hubbell Law

Enclosures

cc: Ron Mitchel, WABC Morning Show producer
Curtis Sliwa, WABC Radio
Jay Diamond, WABC Radio
Members of the loca1 press
Mayor Rudolph Guil iani
Former Mayor David Dinkins
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Yours for a guali ty judiciary,

€Qaa C"QqS***
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  fo r  Jud ic ia l  Accountab i l i t y ,  fnc .

s ide of  the a{  repr in ts  ny motherrs  1989Directory l is t ing.

As part of ny testi-rnony at the 'pubric,, hearing, r madethe informational brodhure of tne center for JudicialAccountabil i ty, Inc. part of the """o"a-__as well as ouraforement ioned' l lew y&x r ines:  ad2and my ovrn 'Letter to the naitor '- pubrished in theAugust  14,  1995 New york r ,aw rourn l i .  copies areenclosed for your inforrnation.
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