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Fax: (914) 684-6554

E-Msil: judgewatch@aol.com
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Dear Mr.  Dao!

Following up our phone conversation and the naterials r faxed toyou this norning, herewith enclosed are two announ"enents, whichappeared in the rrclassified' sections or-Ewsp"p"i=, aavertisingjudic ia l  vacancieE. They are:

By  Paxs  508 -436-7109
14 pages

December 3, 1996

The New York Tines
James Dao, Albany Bureau

RE:

1 The Fourth
you should confirm
Fourth Department.

(1) New York Laq .rortrnal , LL/L4/T6, announcing vacancies in
!h" Apperrate Div is ion of  ihe'r i rst ,  second, and Fourth
D a r r r a r l r n a n l e l  l r r h a  6 . t  - ^ ' r ' t  -  4 ^ -

?:gi:9*:"9i-i;_. Jl: g! c.ar.rs f_o. resumes to be """"i""a 
-uy

LL/25/96 (within tt  days) to Governor pataki ' ,  "ppl i"tmentssecretary.

(2') Albqnv . Tines .uniqn , B/rL/g6, announclng supreme courtvacancy in the Third Departmeht.' The ad cails for resumesto be faxed by 8/14/96 (within three days) 
- 

to covernorPatakits appointnents secretary. (Also enclosed is anarticre about the dd, which aplpeared in the albanv rirnesU n i o n  o n  8 / L 3 / 9 G ) .  l

May r suggest you call  Governor Patakirs off ice and f ind out howmany classif ied ads of judiciar vacancies have ueln pra""a -uri"tthe Govenorrs adninistration, in which newspapers the ads hadappeared, the cost, i f  dtry, to the taxpayer, etc.

Ygt n1S\t check whether Governo cuomo engaged in rclassified
advert isi lg' :  of judicial vacancies. we rnow that under thecuomo adninistration front-page notices of judi- ial-vacancies ai;the f irst and second iuaiciar aepartments) regularly appeared inthe New York Law Journal. Th5ee pages oi ir iustral in! '-"""rpr"J
are encrosed. You wil l  note that sucn notices .t"- i tom covernorcuomors various judiciar screening committe"" 

- 
"na trequen[iy

Department is not covered by the NYIJ and
whether such vacancy t/as advlrtised in the
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note that interested at torneys should obtaln f rom thent rquest ionnairesrr and t tappl icat ionsr.

Governor Pataki has not activiated such various Judicialscreen.ing comrnit tees--notwithstanding his pronulg"[ ion 
-; i

Executive Order #fO creating them. Thus, for exlmple, as
recently as las_t Wednesday, Novernber 27t,}i., when the New iork Law
Journal printed front-page notice of judiciat vaEnffii€
requested resumes to be faxed by Decernber stn (within 10 days) to
Governor Patakirs appointment secretary. a coly is enclo""i2'. 

--

As ref lected by our Apr i t  29,1996 let ter  to Governor pataklrs
counser, Mich_ae.l _Finnegan (3t _pp. 3-4), we explicitry i lq"i;";
why Governor Pataki has not implernented his nxEcuffi oraer #ro--and reiterated our long-standing reguest for infornation as 

-to

the procedures ernproyed by the Governorrs rtemporaryr juaiciii
screening conmittee, established under his Execut-ive orde; #11.

fo date, an9 despite our repeated efforts--as recentry as when r
wrote my Timesr Letter to the Editor--Governor pataiirs office
has refused to furnish that inforrnation and aII other information
we _lr"y" requested, incruding substantiation for the xhighiy
qualif iedtt ratings his rrtenporaryr judicial screening conni€tel
purportedly gave to the 26 judicial appointees thL Governor
norninated in May. (see our June L2, L996 

-rtr 
to I,{r. r inneqan; ;;

wel l  as our June 11, L996 r t r  to the state senators).

1fhere is BfG STORY here about the behind-closed-door process by
which Governor pataki has been appointing state corirt j"ag;3
( i n c l u 9 i n g  t h 9  " r i g g e d  r a t i n g s "  b t  h i s , t e m p o r a r y , , j u a i a i ; i
screening comrnittee) --and the cburpricity of the State senate.

Finally, in connection with the scandalous story about the New
York state conunission on Judiciar conduct, re-flected by the
correspondence r faxed to yoq earlier, r enclose a copy or the
dd, rrA CaIl for Concerted Actionrr, which CJA ran in the 

-Novenber

20th New York Law Journal.

2 you shourd find out how many front-page r,aw Journal
lo!i99: of . judicial vacancies have ippeared 

- 
diring Governor

Patakits administration. The only other one we have is fron the
5/23/95.W,.  (Within two week, 6/7/95, the NYIJ was announcinq
13 appointrnents.)_. rt may be noted-that in our April i8; i i l ;
retter to David Gruenberg (at p. 2), we requisted various
information about Governor- Pataki is judicial "pptitttrents--NoNE
OF WHICH IT FURNISHED.
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As you can see, Ife have not shirked rrtaking onr Govemor patakl,
just as, so many years d9o, we did not shir-k "taking-onx c"""i""i
cuomo. rn case yourve forgotteD_r- €r copy of the eicetlent story
you wrote about our head-on challenge to Governor Cuono, shicir
appeared in the December L1-, 1993 Nerr york Tines, is encrosed.

Your for a quality Judiciary,

Enclosures

e"na €.Rqss
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER,
Center for Judicial

Coordinator
Accountabil i ty, Inc.
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ilG
lable:
|3

Ittonnoyr
ATTORNEY/NEGLIGENCE

Downlown in-house counsel defense
lirm seeks 7 + years p€rsonal iniury
dolonso exp€rignce to handle cas€'
load through trial. Must state salary
r€quirom€nts lo b€ consider€d.
167M, NYLJ,345 Park Ave So. 10010

ATTORNEY - Boutiquo trusts E os'
tatos/Elder Law lirm ssoks sssocialo.
2 + yoars with oxcsllent legal exp€ri-
enc6 mandalory. sup€rb interp€rson-
al & writing skills roquired. Fax cover
lgtler. resum€ & transcript lo:
Q145z�.47c,€�. J. Sarpernun & Ass@.

ATTORNEY - ExPanding downtown
defondant/plaintill 's negligenco firm
seeks associate wlth a minimum of 2
y€ars l i t igal ion exper ience.  Send
resums & salary requirements to:
21 1 M. NYLJ, 345 Park Avo So. 1 0010

ATTOnNEY - Oelonse negligenco
lirm seeks motivated associate with
4 + years experionce. Excellent op-
portunity. Compelitivo salary & bsne-
fits. Must stats salary requirem€nts.
190M. NYLJ,345 ParkAve So. 1( f i0

ATTORNEY - 20 Atlorney general
practice lirm seoks erperiencod per-
sonal iniury trial atlorney. Emphasis
on dslsnse & construction site acci-
dent. Send resumo & salary requosls
245. NYLJ, 345 Park Ave So. 10010

ATTORNEY - Prominent ontortain-
mgnl law firm seoks dYnamic, moti-
vatod, arliculale atlomey with 1 +
vears ol transactional oxperi€nc€. Ex-
iellent academic crsdonlials required.
248M. NYU.345 Park Ave So. 10010

ATTORNEY - Orange County insur'
ance defense lirm soeks associat€
with 4 + years €xp€rience In person-
al iniury dofenso work. tax resume
and salary requiremonls to:

(914) 343-3066

ATTORNEY
ROCKLAND COUNTY

Personal iniury (plaintitO lDm inlak€
to trial. 7 Years experigncrgquirod.
P.O. Box 751,  Sul fern,  l {Y 10901

ice
c and
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ATTORNEY - ManhattanWorkers'
Componsation/Personal hlury lirm
sesks associats with mhimum 2
yoars  oxper ionco.  Wl l l  l ra in  to
practJco rdmhlstrativ0 law,
Fax rerurne lo: (212) 571-1053

rired. Sub-

Ittornoyr fttm.'r' mhiltr
ATTORNEY

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITY
French Fluency r6quirod

254, NYU, 345 Park Ave So. 1fi)10

Corporate and Secudties
Associate-Flodda

Tho Orlando oflice of Greenberg
Traurig seeks an associate with 2 +
yesrs oxp€rienc€ in public and prlvale
socuritios otforings, mergors, acquisl-
tions and financing transac'tions and
general corporato work. Ploas€ suF
mit rssume in conlidsnce by mail to:
Director of Recruitment, Greenberg
Traurig, 1221 Brick€ll Avsnu€, Miami,
Florida i8131. Fax (305) 579-0717

Corporate Including SEC Or
Commercial Real E3tato-FL
Minimum 3 years experience with
meg€rs, acquisilions; commerciauin-
dustrial real ostato: securitios; and
othor comolex business transactions.
Musl have sxcellent acadsmic cro-
dentials. Send resume lo: S.
Or lo l f ,  Lowenbach, St i f€ lm
Siege l ,101 E isenhowor
Ros€land. NJ 07068

CORPORATE
...with 3* ysars of
socurilies exDerionca
oral M&A, privato
off€rings
bas€d in Ft.
rssum€ lo: .

Jim Valonti,
Fh:(954)

CORPOBATE
Ll based national law firm
idly expanding
s€eks 4+ yoars gon€ral
anorn€y with omphasis on
SEC. Send resume lo:
177M. NYU,345 Park Ave So.

CRIMINAL ATTORNEY
Union legal servicos seoks admittod
attorney for criminal defonse depart-
ment. 1 + yoars indigont criminal
defense experience a Plus, as is
fluoncy in Spanish. Salary in $40's.
Excoll€nt b€notits. Flssum€ and crvor
letter lo:
228M. NYU.345 Park Ave So. 1(n10

ERISA ATTORNEY
80 Lawyer midtown lirm seoks mid-
lovsl associato for grorvlng ERISA
practlce. 5 + yoarg' orporlenco |n
corporate lfansactlons and lex
complianco a must. R€spond lo:

|  4rE o^.u ^, ,^ C^ taI I l -O

lHlA, o piottot lottol
rth proglom, tcckr
in-homc rclrker ond
ollcocd by ll0S
lil*rrum ono Ymt Polt-
fonily (alr| quired.
md iovcr lcltor rith

to ior A5 ol:
Crnnn/llHM

Itlr lorr 10007

t5r(

sttomoy mid-
lown Insurance lltlgatlon llrm geoks
two asloclat€s with 2+ ard 4+
yoars oxp€rionco for imm€diats hke.
Sond r€surn€ and salary r€qir€monts
lo: Flocruitmont Coordinator. Jon€s
Hirsch Connors & &11 LLP, 101 E 52
St, NY, NY 10022. Telefione or lax
subrni$ions will rct be mnsirorcd.

LABOB EMPLOYMENT - NOW YOTK
offlco ol Nallonal law flrm (roprosont-
Ing management) seoks an assodato
with 3 + y6ar3 oxporbnco In fah
omploym€nt lillgatlon and lradltlonal

12 Aliorn€y ftrm seeks full tirno matti-
rnonlal attom€y wt'lh nrlnlmum 3 years
oxporlenc€ In dh,oica. crBtody, vislt0-
ilon, seprraton 0 rupport maltors.
Must bc admltted to t'lYS Bar. Salary
commcn3urato wllh oxperionco.
Benetils & MATLAW soltwat€ suF
port prolrldod. Send ttBfilo to:
Oorftn, Slogpl, Mastto, Muianey,
Gordon A Gabln, P.C, 870 Franklin
st.. scfienoctedy, NY 12305.

MATRIMONIAL ATTORNEY

PATENT ATTORIIEY
Promlnont mldtorn law tlrm wlth
multl-nathnal praclhe lockc palont
attornoy! havlng trconoil ocadsmh
credentlal! rnd slrong lochnical
brckground. Undorgfedrale dogrce

$bbI8'ffi;;'op
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Govamor Georgo E. Pataki
is accopting r€sumes from thos€ Su'
pr6mo Court Justicos interesied In
appointmont to lho
Appellate Divlrlon of the
Firrt, Second, or Fourth
Depsilment&
Submlt rosum63 to: Mr. Thofiras F.
Dohorty, Appointm€nts SoclolarY to
lhe Govomor, New York Capltol' Al-
bany, NY 12224. Resumss no long€r
than liv€ (5) Pages in length may bo
submitted via facsimile to (518) 47&
8114. All resum€s musl bo r€ceivod
by the closo of busin€ss on Novom'
ber 25, 1990.
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Governo r  Cuomo 'e  Jud i c i a l
Screening Committee for the Fiisi
Department reported that it is re_
vrewlng candidates for a vacancv
on the Appellate Division createi
!V tne appointment  of  . lus i ic i
Ueorge Bundy Smith to the State
Court of Appeals. Chester J. Straub,
the panel's chairman, said the des-
ignation is restricted to Manhattan
and Bronx Supreme Court justices,
and questionnaires returnairl" Nov.
13 may be obtainecl from the com_
m i t t e e ' s  c o u n s e l ,  T h o m a s  J .
Jchwarz, at 417-2175. In addition,
the committee is seeking comment
o_n incumbent Justices T-heoclore R.
Kupferman, E. Leo Milonas and Da_
vid Ross, who are eligible for re_
oes igna t i on  t o  t he  Appe l l a te
Division when their terms expire
Dec. 31. Comments should beior-
warded to Mr. Schwarz at 270
-8...o:9ry1y. Room 5lZ, New yor'k,
N.Y. 10007.

Cate

ro/-z /?o

The Governor's Judicial Screening
Conrnrittee for the First Departl
nrent  sa id i t  is  seeking candidates
lor  l l le  vacancy in  Manhat tan Su_
prerne Court created by the resig-
nat ion of  Just ice Eve M. premingei ,
wJro is a carrdidate for surrogate.
Chairuran Chester J. Straub 

"saiJ

apltl ications may be obtainecl from
the  co rnm i t t ee  a t  5g7_2  175  and
nrust. be retunied by Dec. 3. The
;ll) l)oultment is for a terrn expiring
D e c . 3 1 ,  l g 9 l .

Ap?llcantr 
-for judicial vacancies

l:,:.up.".r." Courr for rh" Ni;th.;j_:
l.-i...ilo for Nassau C"r;il';.I:;

iTI,:l-'r':,,.#qydLt":,i[,g'st'f#*:{[idtE:;"1*:q.rld

*t#il**tffi
s/zr/?3

p"^ 3"gr"lrr s..u;i nfEo, m i tree

/ t /L /?L

The Judlclal Screening Committee
for the Second Department is seek-
ing candidates to fill vacancies on
the Supreme Court, l0th Judicial
District (Nassau and Suffolk Coun-
ties), and the Appellate Division
created by the pending resignation
of Justice Stanley Harwood. Basil
A. Paterson, the committee's chair-
man, said questionnaires return-
able by Nov. 20 may be obtained
fI9_* $_" panet's office at (212)
4t7-2r75.

lor jfte First Judiciat O"p"rtrn"niii
seeking.applicants for a vaeancy
c.reated by the appointment ol Jus"_
lT" l. t "g Mitonai as $rieraJmii-
Tl1,]r" Jrtdge of the Courts. Anv
.J3prejne Court justice sitting in ei_
!l^",r Br.rry- or New yort< Cdunties

:1,$iq{:Hj'�/d:,",T,::1"'."#pucants, as well as others wishingto make recommendatlons or offer
:9m..gnt! ,  should conract thecomrnittee's 

- .c_ounsel, fnornu"-'I
:.ny1.lr, ar 4fi-2t75. gecau"" lu"-
11i.c-1, litolas.remains as an inactive
fY:-,-t_._1 of^the First Departm-ent]
:jeveJnor Cuomo has approved theappojntment of an adoitio""f i""I
li-c.: tor the department, ttre panet
satd.

ttlrcfqv
The' Flrat Department's Judicial
bcreening Committee is seeking at-
torney-s to provide pro bono aisii_ ,
tance in reviewing qualifications of
candtclates for a vacancy on the
Appellate Division. The committee
said- the assignments would in_
clude reviewing candidates, ques_
rtonnalres, contacting references
and submitting reports on candi_
dates. Information may be ob_
tained from Thomas J.- Schwarz,
the panel's counsel, at 417-2175.

/tr
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Il: 9*"-5'r Judictat ScreentnrLommtttee lor the Flrst  Depart l
:::l i l seektns Supreme Couri "p_plcant.s lrom Manhaltan and ttle
1191x tor.a.n Appeltare Oivislon vil
:l:_f arising rrorn .lucuce-Jti;
:l:.ro'r rerlrement Nov. 16. Com-mtttee chairrnan Chester l .  Stroi i i l
13ro guestlonnaires, returnable bv
I9i' l9' rnav be outatneJ-Jio"ri
/.eann-e Levtss at 4t7.ZOS. t" iUJi-t ion, Mr. Srraub satd the pi* l l ,
:._yj:.*ilq rhe qualificarrons oi ip-
9.,,91: Divtsion Jusilces frrelaoler{.. 

-Kupferman and Oavta Ross,
yl-?:. rerms.expire Dec. 31, foii"j
lll8iliq" l:y Governor Cuomo.
: : l l . n j r  s h o u l d  b e  s e n r  t oI nomas J. Schwarz, ttre panel:i
:?,unl:j, ^:. 2!0 sroaoway, 

-su-lti
Dr /, New york, N.y. 1000i:

I: !rt"t Atd Soctery har can.celled recrultment lntervleu aniprerentrtlonr at lg law rct,ootr,' i6of them ln the metropolltf;;;; i;the. wake of Mayor'Cluttant,r-cin-
cellatlon-of ltr iZg rnflffon-i.Ve",
:_o_:,ltjl.! tor.rhe crtmtnrt Aerenie lirnstgents. Legal Ald Aeclded-6can_eel recru I tl ng rctlvltler ior-Ocl(oDer,.when about 75 percent ol ltsrecrultment ls conducted, becausJ
.of ,the trncertalnty over wtrettreijiwrl.have any lobr lo otfer, ,..oij-Ing.to L_ggal Ald rpokeowoman pat
llll Tlu .Lr"yoi cancerrea- iilecontract In the mldrr "t " fou.-jii
1.]I.". by rraft atrorneyr eariler thtrmonth.

I,e-r_r:r: Greenbtarr, Failon & Ka.
B lT il: ff:'[Tl,:T] I l:: F.r -

i!!{tir i "itJfi .l;I T,?, ;" :TT"T :,"J, ['.',"r'J,,H1 :T:,l o:li:1i :IU
::llirTug. by the'5"I-l--l- 

"lf" relsrv a8.ency, afrer tt iuiui'o,o ro

[Hsi[:;::m:t."1*#l"T]'T,it#i'l*i;i%l"JH:,H
I:!:* Vermonter ia;;';'J-li:'i champlonrhtp sutt"i *o[ 

'ui' 
tn" 

.
took genior rtatus-in'"'.ri-Y1::' New york_ 

1"tse1i. iiJn f",np,

illiii;f i';ff j;lll"l,"li:"tili'f:i"!:',1:'m,thi;l*;,;llt
ffi L:!,y:: iin lff *:'.*;$ lii:y,its i [.'ff : o i: f"",,," +t ;
;:,i:,::l,H.Tj:,;,,;l *";*;ll ir;i;ild 

wh,ch rard ri_eirneu
::y.ltoo' 506 o{,n. .i.rl' T;"',1 li[-,jii ${':,t",*:Tl"*",i,,:'"'T;cou rt room soo oi'trri' u.si' i,".i fiH",l"l r,r"ttf-f "_r1i_iilTrrl'n rnHouse. 

Mr. U,,i;,l"hlrr.anrwe.tng_faperu,
_.a_

srmpron rhacher d- 
ctalmtnt-t'trii'1"i.i'-Tdli.'#liq.l

fit,iliffiiih.i:F*tri frh'i;lt;l;i**iil,mf,lllr'
!:.:":lltl*q;:rr.#;i"ifi: _ --.;: " i::i:'ir i

YORK, MONDAY, OCT

QloimAgoinstAcr
IsBefor;Cor*t "i,
;fafiiE-xcr;,i. ;'f rort by a r
- ALBANY - Certlfled brrfrln r.-^rrn publlc In
lants, provorea ro-pliI;:";.::"ji.' nanced ci

[rir*ifli';*r.*;rd*r :].1 ;trl#i,:J'?,",J"l?.rt::drcarrv" "'panJi catet mav
err -ror neglgence, ll.fl h.q,1n"t' #f[n''*fi
. The Coui irri t,eer Ithe two_wee,, ;;il .1f,"ru1,1,:1X :llH:r.i,,
3,".111*,'_]flTolTq_!' tt,r"i .i'iiiil| sent tai, Idrrtlng lrom thc lg83 larrnanr al.r,i-i when rervl8ll'.'*i"t"f lhllff f*ii siilli:i lil" ;i;
lll!. J"' corii"i'tl.lltir|Rq,oJo,H: l,lXffffI:
owned roervarldf 

,florr;,-;;d'il;;: , i,r Gor
' . : ! :  

?  !  .1' . 1 '  . " i
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G o v e r n o r  C u o m o ' t  J u d i c i a l
Screening Cornrnittee reportetl i t is
seeking conrntent on the redesig-
rration of seven Appellate Division
justices in the First Departnrerrt.
The justices, whose ternls are ex-
piring on Dec. 31, are Francis T.
Murphy Jr., the Presiding Justice,
John Carro, Theodore R. Kupfer-
man, Ernst Fl. Rosenberger, David
Ross, lsrael Rubin and Richard W.
Wallach. Conrnrents should be sent
to Thonras J. Schwartz, the com-
nrittee's counsel, at 2 World Trade
C e n t e r ,  S u i t e  5 8 3 5 ,  N e w  Y o r k
10047. At the sanre tirne, the com-
mittee invited appliean{s-+orpply
for a Manhattarr Suprenre Court va-
cancy to be created by the an-
nounced res igrrat ion of  Just ice
Bernard H. Jackson.

date

The Judlclal Screening Committee

i;;iil Fi;tt DePartment is seeking'

i;;;"";;tn tire redesignulgl ol

i;;ll"t" Division Justices SidneY
fi:X.h "na n"ttY Weinberg El-

lerin, whose terms exPire Dec' 3l''Cililt,ll'l.-straub' the committee's
iitirtti"", said comments should

ift""i tb Thomas J' Schwarz' its

;;J,';i zio sroaawaY' suite
iii.''li":* vtrk, N'Y' loooz'

/o/Ll? r

lote

The Statcrldc Judlcial Screenlng
Committee is seeking comment on
Court of Claimg Judge Donald J.
Corbett Jr., who is eligible for re-
deslgnatlon by Governor Cuomo
when his term expires Dec. 31.
Commen ts  shou ld  be  sen t  t o
Thomas J. Schwarz, the commit-
tee's counsel, at its offices. 220
p-ro-adway, Room 5lZ, New york,
N.Y. 10007.

$m$c

Ipdate

& The Governor'r Statewide Judicial
l- Screening Comnrittee is reviewing
n  the  qua l i f i ca t i ons  o f  Cou r t  o f
>f Claims Judge Edward J. Amman Jr.
i, for a new appointment when his
:- current term expires Aug. 31, the
r -  p a n e l ' s  c h a i r m a n ,  C h e s t e r  J .
e Straub, announced. Judge Amman
r is assigned to Richmond Countv
r  Suprerne Court .  Communicat ioni
r should be forwarded to Thomas J.
l Schwarz, the committee's counsel.- al 2 World Trade Center. Suite
; 5835, New York 10047.
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Govern_or patakl'r Temporary Ju_.d ic ia l  Screening Commit tuu "n-n o u n c e . d  t h a t  i t  i s . a c c e p t i n g
applications from candioates lor I Iuouf .o.f Claims vacancies. Seven
:1"_ldr. 

judgeships in ttre rirsl-aiJ
second Departments. Detaits lp--pear on page 2.

s/r./?r
V

{

---

9.oy*qt 
parakt yesterday named

Uhnstopher Mega of Brooklyn, a
former^Republican colleague in it e
Sta.te Senate, as the Fresidi-ng
Judge of the Court of Claims. JudgE
Mega ioined the Court of Claims Tn
July 1993_after l8 years in the Leg_
islature. He succeeds Donald Coi.
bett, who has been nominated for a
new nine-year termon the court.

s/zs/?S rtt 7 cJ

Governor to Appoint
Claims Court Judges
..GOVERNOR pataki's Temporary Ju-

!_i9ial Sgleeling Commirte"' i i  *i"pi_
rng _applications from candidates ior
Ll. Court of Claims vacancies he will
f i t t.

.Ttre committee announced that five
of the judges would serve only on the
.9gyn qt Ctaims and filt uu.;"i;"'i;
White Plains, Goshen, nocneit", "ni
ryg in Albany. The other six iuOgeswill handle criminal cases as'u.i ing
Supreme Court justices: two in Brook_
ryn and one each in Manhat tan,
Queens,  Mineola u"d O; ; ; ; ; ; ;
County.

Applicants should send their re-
sume to the Governor's appointments
secretary, Leslie Maeby, by tne ctose
of business Friday, tb tne C"pi[of,
Room 256, Albany, N.V fZZZa.'"-, i
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dr
Governor patakl nominated 13 tri-
al court.judges this weeX, including
l0 interim appointments to fiil judil
cial vacancies created in the'la;t
election. The five nominees in the
First and Second Department in-
clude three for Bronx Supreme
Court seats: Joseph tt. CiirUoi,
counsel to Republican State Sena_
tor Guy J. Velella, and Civil Court
Judges Salvador Collazo and Ken-
neth L.. Thompson. In addition,
Lornwal attorney John K. McGuirk
ancl Pearl River attorney Margaret
Garvey were nominatert-to tnd Oi_
ange County and Rockland Countv
l"amily Courts, respectively. The
Se-nate Judic iary Commii tee is
scheduled to consider the appoint-
ments this week. The Governor
also nominated three Court  of
Cla ims judges in Western New,
York. Details appear on page 2.

6/,rl?{

The State Senate yesterday con-
firmed six iudges Governor Pataki
named to the State Court of Claims.
It ls scheduled to act on four more
Court of Claims appointments to-
day. Details appear on page 2.

Governor Names 3
To Court of Claims
.. ALBANY - Governor pataki made
three nominations this week for per_
manent positions on the Couri ofClaims in Western New york. Theie
are currently 12 vacancies on theCou.rt of Claims, with the olOeriA-atini
back to lg9l .

Two-Cour t  o f  C ta ims  nominees
would hear criminal cases as actinq
rupreme Court justices: John J. BrunI
etti o.f Baldwinsville, counsel to Re-pu -D t t ca .n  S ta te  Sena to r  Johnuerranctsco, would sit in Syracuse,
and former Assemblyman n.inala U.r.urs, an attorney in Hanrburg, would
sit in Buffato. tn-e tnira nomiriie, Sen-eca Falls attorney Nicholas n.-liiO"V,
would hear Courf of Claims civil casesin Rochester.

. The--Governor's screening commit-
tee will meet tomorrow to review oth-er cardidates for the Court of Claims.
.r ne Jenate is expected to act on theth.ree Court of Claims nominees, alonpwith any other nominutiorrs,-i i t". l f,the session.

Claims Court Judges
Confirmed by Senate

ALBANY - The State Senate yes-
terday confirmed six iudges Goveinor
Pataki named to the State Court of
Claims. lt is scheduled to act on lour
more Court of Claims appointments
today.,':
. The' judges confirmed were James

T. King, a Republican Assemblyman'
. from Ticonderoga who will Sit in Alba-

ny; Assistant Attorney General,Terry
Jane Ruderman of Scarsdale,.whojwill r,
sit In White Plains; John J. Brunetti ot/::, .
Baldwinsville, former counsel to Re, " " I
publican Senator John DeFrancisco,,
who will sit in Syracuse; Hamburg at-
torney Ronald H. Til ls, who wil l sit in
Buffalo; and Seneca Falls attorney
Nicholas V. Midey, who will sit in
Rochester. The Senate also confirmed
the appointment of former Presiding
Judge Donald J. Corbett Jr.. of Roch-
ester, to a new term as a Court of
Claims iudge.

Scheduled for confirmation votes
today are four Court of Claims nomi-
nees:  Col leen McMahon of  paul .
Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison in
Manhattan; Suffolk Countv District
Court Judge Richard M. Klein of Hun-
tington; Ballston Spa attorney Thomas
McNamara; and Briarcliff Manor attor-
ney William A. Wetzel.
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Governor patakl announced his
l : : !? : " ry .  Judic iat  Screening
Lommrttee is seeking applicanti
ror Interim bench appointments
rnroughout the metropolitan area
ano ln upstate courts. The vacan-
cies are in Supreme Court, Brook-
lyl.old Staten lsland, Nassau ahd
JUilolk counties and the Eighth Ju-
dicial^District, which incluies Buf-
ralo. Uther vacancies for one-year
terms are in Niagara and Suifolk
Loun ty  Fami l y  Cou r t s ;  Coun tv
L.ourt for Nassau, Sullivan, West'-
cnes te r  and  Mad ison ;  S teuben
:9YntY. Surrogate; and Court of
Llatms In Long lsland City, a term
running unt i l  August  2-000.  Re-
sumes should be fa_xed by Dec. 6 to
I nomas Doherty, the Governor,s
appolntments secretary, at (5lg)
473-8114. _The commiitee earlier
anno.unced it was screening for va_
cancies on the Appellate bivision
for the First, Second and Fourth
uepartments.

Nlcholae Blerell, the former New
Jersey prosecutor who became aruglrlve last week from a possible
lYf"li 

prison term, fatatty shotntmsell yesterday in a casino-hotel
room. ln Laughlin, Nev., as U.S.marshals tried to persuade him tosurrender.  The 49_year_old ex-prosecutor  shot  h imsel f  in  themouth as a marshal entered his ho_rer room, a medical examiner said.Mr..btssell f led house arrest Nov.
.rg, ryo days before sentencing on
lli1t"^9:r:t conviction lor corrup-
uon, tax fraud and other charges.

Guldo Calabreel, the Second Cir-
:!ll u"Y..t o^f Appeals judge, witloenver the Cardozo Lecture Mon-

131..:,i'"?',, ll,.tl.",S' ?-t..':.f .", y',,l

NOVEMBER 27, 1996 01996 N* y

Discovery of Police Fites lWitnessAccounts, Inuestipatiue fMateriaii iiaitobte Undei#tfl f- 1""_"ars Gou,
AY OARY SPE}ICER

ALBANY - Openint a new avenue for criminal discov_
:-,y_, l!: .court oi Appeils ruted y;;t";;;y ;'h ; ; d ef enda ntscan use the Freedom ot tnformaiion L*i" ,i,ii" witness
;:T",li:L" 

and other investigative i"f;;;ffi from po.
The Court reversed th:-Appellate Division, First Depart-ment, in a 6-l opinion uy irioge Carr"i"g;uu"t"mp Ci-

fl:! holding.-that co-nrprai"ni il,.*:;;';"ports andpottce activity logs ar
cris.crosure under the l"o,t:,:f,i;"-:ricattv 

exempt rrom
"We recognize that oetitioners-siet Aocuments relatingto thei r own crim inat'oroceedings 

-;;;ih"t.llr"tosure 
ofsuch documents is coverngO_g"nt.;lt d, Irj articre 240as wen as rhe Rosa*r-,1a^a.li1i;i:# ire"court said."However, 

insofar as rhe Crimii"i p;d;;" Law does
lll.T:ifi*ily precrude oerenaant, riJir'l"lr.ing t uruoocuments under FOIL, we.cannot ,"uO ,uct iiategoricall imitation into the staiute.,,

In other decisions. the-ourt.u-pheld a $l million awardto former U.S, Attornev General.Nichof", li#unuach andLee H. Kimmell. a forn"l ll ",.r*il i";'ai il:l. JiT ill!:, i'_:?l H : i, ?:3:xi:ia $500,000 restitution order in " ";i,r;;;i;;reiec"ure tne
11:.19:"t was not given an opportunity to.conrest theamount.

The FO|L issue arose in a trio of cases in which the New
I^"^rI Strt Police Department had denied defendants ac-cess to complaint follow-up reports, which llntain de-tailed investigative data
Dotice acrivir.r raa- r_ _119 *"j"T..nts of witnesses, andpf] I : " a c.t i vi ry I ogs, in wh i ci'-i "-ai Jr.,l"i, #,T".r.rr 

".:;.:l$
tneir assignments and duties.

The State Court of A
I Held 6-l that con

and police activity loqs are
lrom disclosure under the

l U r
$1 mill ion
Attorney
zenbach ;
former me
ers, for thr
inveslmer
chief finar

cogeneration company was
rep_resentation when he per:
oaqn a1d Kimmeil to . invpro;ect in San Dieoo.

I Unanimou"",, ouun,
ruuon.order that was impos
a. podiatrist convicted of cweorcaid claims. The defen
opportunity to contest the

Legal Aid attorney Steven B
:"ltled one of the defendants aonet on behalf of another, said
,ecrlng these documents to FOll
oDtatn information that is not iolscov-ery, including statements
De cailed at trial, and allow ther
uon earlier.

Council's Creation of Board
On Police Cornrption O"U"I"O
BY DANIEL WIEE

,,_TlE BATTLE_ berween Mayor Giu-
llil,_ q:ld the City Councit 6"", tii"
*:Trl:,_.-*arion. of an independeni HTtrh11tr*ig'**$#|
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gwithCuom ;i  )yJAMES DAO r. rnn,r  or^^rspo"t-rrona^c'-vo-'l#me aTll i111'":llf;ifi;lltlrt"',?jf: :sHij:111f"",,1' ;i:[ffi,,"ai?1l .w,lir_ ALBANY, Dec. t0 
: jg. years i l i : | f f i_responding. --.- -.- --,-^ 

ty.,,r wanryou."n".gy.,,  : . : : ; ;U0v. Mario M. Cuomo has- waxed Whe;'Mr-.-fi;ffi.stopped talking, The advocates weren,t done, Taki
poeticabout theimDortanceorpaii ic- poirib"lv'ro" lack.of air,"nii tJ":: i_ne ".sr"ip.ui;.,-e Governor,s calr for ,,
rpatory democracv' eut.toouyie".iJt it"""rtJ'it tvtr. nnaerson,'*iio .iur"o greater 

'pnriiiifi"tory 
democracv. i:,

h:i:i3"'.{i!iffi+tpen 
whln to be checkirls r,ii..*di'.i,,'u"ii"io, frou".i r-.'!"iiJii'",red Mr. cuomo.l,

1.*lt:,,i*"";d?'8#*-itt'e 
town "Good luck, r6rrv." -'-'' -i': 

yhy rtutu'ru-*vl.i have tried r" uio.ii .

-d.1.:: l conference ".r;"1;t::ooi"#- rne c, 
G"ttlnscrumpv ' his-legal chaii"ne"t to-iidtu ;;;;vr:,,

rv-Anderson, ih;i;.";?; hosrag6, ano 113,.11n"iilll!Ti,lli:,i:"tilfil9i.1 :18.,i"f!i',io., us. ro Belnuo,uuj.i'
irjfj:iiii.l.'4'l',Tif"'.ll",l JL".: fJ:s'i:.flalo";:il,i"t'mt,#:i lli.;!:^t"ft*"td,f#F;;:'
iH"J";',1"*1"[?ji;" 

wioe raiii. tivery sortbau q*;ii*;rfiT,lr'!il: :ruilil'r"'f,:i'poi"n ru.. sir,"i',,iiii-
term- Irmits, ii..i'ci;"'.'in'l,f ijj?3 i;"'l 3dLT"t',""""T";'if""i:illr crrinc6*iir,i,rrlcll*8: 'n"'o'"i'i
ano campaign finante r.rt.i"rion*r]"' equivalent o.r i rauoii-pun.irl 

'"'""t Moments tater. rvri.-nnoerson, who
--ll.y3s a daunting pto.p".iioi'iny , _ 

-"w.ell, 
*ilt vou"iJriili"with rrre has sa.id.that he wirr support the Gov..

nljlgiul' m.uch lcss'a ttr.uu-t"ir-in'. 
' constituiionar convention?,, M'; e.rnor if he runs n"*t v.i'., rnniir"'*ol

::3P-ont who is undecided r-uout cu-omo said, cuuing rra..-i;iuntutt Xii that Mr. cuomo trao"ti,loLp"il"::ifi*

;i.i:+liiii"il:1[TJ"{"ilill":il 
JvIr Pruni<eti;;TJ iii" ;;'il;';;: ffi:fiiiil�"t"";n; i'i;'ffi; vil

dug.qe{ .bv uotuiiin .""-""nt etec r i on s.tsllt Mr. Cuomo ooer
lyjlllle. I pe.t prol ect- ol"'*. t"lfi:'t;con_stitutional coivention to pass
Sfgclio.n reforms the r-egisraiiiJwon't rouch. As he criticized-inl,il;:
.r.o.Jl9nce. -of etccted orricta ts ev6iv-wnere, Mr. Cuomo miCr,i 

-i,iJ"

$:r..s.lJ he was winning d"m ;;;..HeJas wrong.
^_:9i rT9 nex.r 45 minutes, the group
:?.S^1ry9 in a bruising assautr on Mr.
:..r_o.mg't record, mixing t a.inguli
X'.,j"?y,:, F_:tur.es a nd ? ispr" viii i

| f,ilt'J""i'"' f Wml B;f, ;;;i "*"1
1 __ rne grill ing s.tartcd wirh Elena Sas-
| .,:.y,"-.,a.member or rne cen-tJr-ioi
I  Judrcral Accountabi l i lv, *t  i" t  " i 'g,;J,
I lTill" S:::.r;endorse'ment "i J;A;;;
!l-ll"- nepuuriian' a#"bt;d#"t;: I
l;il:'ff .'l"ff,,$";il",t"":'d v; u;v I
^Ll11_ltnlu., tvts. iissower rotd theuovernor, she wrote to trim asking i;itne appointment of a spccrar prosecu_
!!f_r.o investigate wliar str6 illfe-
:f"!9? irresulariries. rnli" ii#!I
lL1_liq".. demurred. vr. surJorlr!,

'if"'%1*'#:T:i?i:'.1 was amiss jn
."._11"":g d-on't be disappointed if in.tnrs world of reasonable people theie
:I: _.ou9.lul who unanihroG,y;i"
ag_ree with you," the Governoi said,olp.tomacy in his voice.
,- 

--r neonty thing I,m disappointed in
l.^..119 cguqrnor's office,,i .rrri.- 

s"l:.sower retorted.

0,""??{r ir"I Ex#'rs',.obe tough at
_,l.Tr up yas Dick Martens, an em-proyee of.-the State Assembty-*fi"

ilTi,"iei!4::!l!'r"'J!,:,?"*iui
:$ jqiiitxri?;titrH,;
ffiff-1""T-ry-"r_of a long-stariOingcommisslon on etiminaffi 

";il;;:

fi li,lfi1lil;" sf "#r #a "Tff Ti:.oll,T]:lign .. suggesrions to heari."Just read the report an<t reipona.
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A CALL FOR CONCERTED ACTION
L_as1 fatlqday, The New York Tlmer printed our Ldcr to ,he Edilor,lon Choosing Judges, pataH CrcdaProblems", about the Govcrnor's manipitation of appolntive judgeshipt. tt"oniiii,-il, n.r., york Lew Journat
has falled lo print the follon'W Letter lo the Ediir, whlci wi subniuea h$ ^ooih, and ignored ou, ,"p,iiia
lnqulries lVc thlnk you shouW scc Il

DistrictAttom€y, charging them wittr inciting thc public
by dellberately misrepresenting and distorting the
tanscript. Indeed, because of Mayor Giulirni's pro-fessed
concern in protecting New Yorkers from.hnfii iudses",
we delivered to him a copy of the file of our casi ag-ainsi
the Commission on Judicial Conduct so that hc could akc
action against it for endangering the public by its
demonstrable cover-up of judicial miiconduct- and
corTupuon.

It.was against this dazzling rccord of pro bono
civic activism by CJA, protecting the public from self-
serving politicians, no less than from unlitjudges, that bar
leaders and law schools formed the CommittcJto prescrvc
the lndependence ofthe Judiciary in carty March. prior b
its organizational meeting at thc New york County
LawyersAssociatioq CJA rcquestcd ttre opportunity to be
present. We made known to thc Committee'e organizen
our public defense of Judgc Ducknan, as well as tbc
significance of ow casc against the Commission on
Judicial C,onduct - the file ofwhich wc had provided six
weeks earlicr to the City Bar. Neverthclcis, whcn we
arrivcd for the Committee meeting, with yet another copy
of the file of our case against the Commission the rooir
was literally lockcd with a kcy to bar our cnEy.
Meantime, Judge Duckman's attomey was ushcred in to
address thc assemblcd bar leaders and law school deanr
and was present while the Committce revicwcd itg draft
Shtement. This Statemen! of course, included rhetorical
support for "the independent functioning of thc
constitutionally created Ncw York Statc Commission on
Iudicial Conduct".

Since then, the Committec to Preserve the
Indepcndencc ofthe ludiciary has continued to shut us out
and ignore the file cvidcncc in its possession that the
Commission is "not mercly dysfunctional, but comlpt".
Likcwise, th9 noliticians to whom wc have given copier
ofthecourt file, including Govemor Patrki, have ignorcd
it.._Indeed, we cannot fmd anyone in a leadership position
willing even to corunent on the Commission file-.

- Such conduct by bar leaders, law school deans,
and public offrcials only fiuther reinforccs the conclusion
lhal if the real and pressing issues of judicial
indcpendence and accountability are to be addressed,
including protection for judicial "whistleblowers", it will
require thc participation of those outside the circlcs of
powcr in the lcgal establishment.

CJA invites lawyers who care about the intesritv
ofthejudicial process -- ind thc qualiw of iudces ardunl
which the process pivots - tojoin-vs f6r coicefred action.
RequesB tbr anonymity are respected.

C nxr rn  1*
J  u o r c r A L

A ccouNTABrL r ry ,  rnc .
Bor 59, Gedncy Stetlon, Whlte Plelnr,lyy 10605

Tel:914421-1200 Foxt 9t4-6t4-6554
E-MaIl: Judgewetch@eol.com

On the lleb: http://wwwJudgewatch.org

In his candid Penpective piece,.Zf, e Importance
of Deing Critical' (10117196), Richard Kuh ixpresses
concem that the Committcc to Prescrvc the Independence
of the Judiciary, in its rush to defend judges from personal
attack, will ignore lcgitimate criticism against judges. He
therefore suggcsts that thc now seven-month old
Committee bc countered by forrnation of "an up-front,
outspoken, coursgeous group...to publicly attrcl bench
shortcomings".

In facl such "up-fron! outspokcn, courageoul
goup" already exists and hrs not only challengcd "bench
shortcomings", but the rhctorical posnring of the
Committee to Prcs€rve the Indcpcodcnce of the Judiciary.

The group is the C.cnter for Judicial
Accountability, Inc. (CJA), a nation4 non-partisan, non-
profit organization of lawycrs and lalpcople. For the past
seven years, CJA has documentcd the dysfunction and
politicization ofjudicial sclection and discipline processes
on local, state, and nstioul lcvels and has been on the
front-lines in taking action to protect the public. Two
years ago, wc ran ul ad on the OpEd page of The New
York Times cntitlcd "Where Do You Go l(hen Judges
Break the Law?", tbolt our in-thc-tenches formative
background in battling political manipulation of judicial
elections in this state and aboutjudicial retaliation against
a judicial whistlcblowcr. On Novcmbcr l, 1994, wc re-
ran that ad in rhis a6a6psp€1.

CJA's work has rcccived growing mcdia
attention: in an A&E cablc television lnvestigative Report
on the American justice systcr4 in Reader's Digest and,
most recentln in an article entitled"Playing Politics with
Justice" in thc Novernbcr isstJe of Penthouse.

Both this yerr and lug the New York law
Journalhas pinted Lcttcrs to thc Editor from us. In "iVo
Justifcation for Process's Secrecy" (1124196), we
recounted our testimony at the so-callcd "public" hearing
of Mayor Giuliani's Advisory Committcc on the Judiciary,
protesting the public's exclusion ftom thc Mayor's behind-
closed-doors judicial sclcction proccss and demonshating
that such secrecy makcs 'hcrit sclection" irryossible. In" Commission A batdons Invatigative M andatd' (81 | 4 195),
wc dcscribed our ground-breaking litigation against the
New York Statc Corrmission on Judicial Conduct,
challenging thc constihrtionality of ib sclf-promulgated
rule (22 NYCTR $7000.3) by which it has unlawtully
converted it8 statutory duty to invcstigatc facially-
meritorious complaints (Judiciary Law 9,14.1) into a
discretionary option, unbounded by any standard. Our
published Lcttcr invited tbc lcgal comrmity to rcview the
New York County Clerk's file (#95-l09l4l) to verig the
evidentiary proof therein that thc Commission protects
politically-connectcd, powcrful judges from disciplinary
invcstigation and that it survived our legal challenge ozly
because of a judgc's fraudulcnt digmissal decision.

Back in February of this ycar, at a timc when bar
lcadcrs wcrc hemming rnd hawing on the sidelines as
Mayor Giuliani and Governor Pat"lri were calling for the
removal ofJudgc lorin Duchnan barcd on their selectcd
rcadings of transcript excerpts from hcarings at which
Judge Duckrran lowercd bail for Benito Oliver, CJA had
already obtained the full eanscript Wc wasted no time in
publicly rising to the defcnse of ludge Ducknan. We
wrote to thc Mayor, the Governor, and tbc Brooklyn

If you share CJA'y vi.re thdt our ruply to Mn Kuh's Perspective piece k an lmportant oac und deserved to be seen
ot.!!e. ryg!9nnunily, help deftay lhc cost olthls a.L It ,ost us i1,61&36. Au'donattons are tax4eductiblc. Befidrstill, ioln CJA as a mcmber, Your ptllclpatton, up-front or behind-the-scenes, will make change happei 
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