
CprurEn 1or luotu.q.r AccouNTABILITy, rNc.
(914) 421 -1A0O. Fax (914) 684€554

Box 69, Gedney Station
White Plains, New york 10605

By_Fax and Hand-Delivery
212-556-37L7

Septenber  16,  Lgg6

Ms.  Jan Hof fman

229 West ,  43rd Street
New York,  New york lOO36_3959

RE:

Dear  Ms.  Hof fmans

Reference is 
lade_ t_g your Septenber f.4!h art icle, rpataki Namescl-ose Adviser to Judicial sc_r6ening-panlr ' , ,  abouitn" .ppointment

;i"*i.i"ilff1;:;iofi1."""t, Michaer-rin,r"sar,, to rhe conmissio, o,

on August 27th, when r terephoned _Joyce purnick, she tord rnathat your desk is opposite hers and a'ssured me that she wourd
i:T:=? 11,.*.r,".:^"1'"1:*:pl"^i" _.?lr_-".r""i1;;.-- rl'-tn""r"rore, wourdbe most surpfised if she^ had nor =h.r"i"rittr'}"il'=;:="r?. t:illi
CJA haS  mOfe  than  s i x -mon thq r  r t i r aa l .  € . i - - !  L - - -_avvA r rqe  ' lL r I -  E  t r rd l

Michael  F inneganrs nomi
rsE:nand experience with
noninations to ttre Courtof crains and supreme courir o'-benaii or the "o.r"r.,il. 

"";#:$:
the reason r telephoned Ms. purnick ;;August 27tI- was because ithras then more than two months since r had provided her witndocumentation about the shlr pr"""r". uv which the Governornominates and the senate co.nf irm!- i"ai"i"r ' .ppti"tee's--witnout asingle story appearing in _the rir6r "" this"-i-m-po-;;ant subject.For your convenience, r  arn---Gicro=ing- ;" ' - ; ; ;y of  that ,documentation,_.consisting of., our d;;-C"nae-d-to runJ lr-th retterto New york state senal,orsr and our unresponded_to June 12thletter to Michael Finnegan.

My August 27t,h retter to Ms. purnick-.-with a eopy to you__addressed one of the rrreasonsr Ms. purnick gave me for why she
l3l.#'r":T:5i:ti i:::il;."olil.i,"t"i:',t'- =i.pii;i=. about rhe

l '  Exhib i t  ,8 ,  thereto is  our  Apr i l  2g,  L996 r -et ter  toMichael  F innegan.
'  2  Among Ms.  Purn ickrs other  r r reasonsrr r  she to ld  me thatshe had no irrusions about how. the pio.."" worked__to which rresponded that i t  nas not a matter of- what she, a sophist icatedTimes ner{rs reporter, knew, uuC wnai-trr" public naa a r ight to
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has done,
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rt ls ironic to T that y"".: septe-nber 14th articre refers to theFund for Modern courts Js.',a witcnJog organization that monitorsthe courtsr'- 
+lth9,tgh 

-tn" "r";;'*;"", 
t,rodern courts is not anenbership organizatloi, Ms. purnick;, grea_try concerned about

::: #:,H"*,Sr"11".t1 traa--ana whether' we wourd'provide her wirh

rndeed, whereas- cJA, in 1993^, twice testif ied in opposition tocovernor cuorno I s rast 
--two 

:rai.i"r io*irrl"-= t-' in" court ofAppea ls  and,  based on ' - .o r l r  
, .  ,explicit ly t:,ol 

..the -po"it iott th;t-E; present process is nottmeri t  serect ionr and is unconst i tut ion3r 
.besides" the Fund f" ,Modern courts- has . preferred to ,i.usk,, ttrese- 

-pivotar 
issues.P a r e n t h e t i c a l I y , i i n u = a 1 s o . , a u c k e d , ' - . . 6 ; f u i s s u e s

concerning the commission on Judicial c""a.r"i l  t '  that neverdistant subiect about 
-"qi.n - 

v""--l ia Ms. tur', iJx have eachwri t ten--arw-ays.excludi4g cJA--r  encro=L u copy of  our August 22,r-ees retter ro trrE-rtna'FErrl i;;;;;n^Feerick, 
with a copy roits then vice-chainnan--nov president of the citv Bar__Michaelcardozo, who -vou suote ir- ti,f-J"ptlrb.;-,iii ' arricre. rspecificalJ,y g.t"y --your atte-ntion 

- -fo 
the trri ia and fourthparagraphs''tf that' 16tter. - Both John rlericx ana-lt icna"r cardozohave refused to respond-tn"""co,- ; ; 'n.= c.ry Brown, the FundrsExecut ive Director,  iho your september-- iatn . i t i " res arso quotes.

As r presume you are aware, there is a eonfruence between thehigh and niqhty of tne associati"n-oi1n" s-i "i ' i l  city of NewYork and the Fund for uooern courts.  John Feer ick,  the Fund,schairman, hras presideng or trt.-ciiv Bar. r,richaei 
-cardozo, 

whowas the Fundrs Vice-chairman, is , ro# tn" c i ty Barrs president.

for much of the
Iet  there be no

good work the
tn is take,  based- - -  - 5 -  g - t s e u .  I I I S L - I l a n c l

over-a period of yearElG
our August 27th 1etteithat

include .t
reads:

ttNo, hre are not the _C1ty Bar or the American
PUI Associat ion.  But 

-we
aoing 

-h'hJf * 
lnor" "rsi"i";rrll3 :#"Xlr."::Ical led r leaders,  cowirdly and for reasons oftheir  own sel f - interest  leruse to aol- l ior""=enpiricar evidence thal 

-r""n 
"i=-*=*-rnftnr oppaper, safesua.rrd the public frorn i;";;;;tent,abusive, anl ui:n"1""-l 

-iiitg.=, 
are nol doingso in fact . r  (emphasi"  

- i r r - tn" 
oi lg i"" I l  .

Il33;.. ff'.n!"i:;:- 
also tord me thar you--rarher than she--

*ssse.g fraf/V<-, /< t'ey-*



we ask that you and Ms. purnick respond to our August 27t.^ letterby the end of the week and/or. tnii--v"" undertafie to arrang,e aneet ing for  us wi th your super ior"  ut , ih" .  f i ru".  As I  ment ioned
Firli;-Ililji,T: it has rons^ r"""- "uii""' -EoEtnal-we 

are beins

Finarry, r-n the event Ms. purnick has not. already rerated to youmy conversation with Doree.n 
f_:i,:.."ili_"rl' "Ir" accepted for you thesilver Gaver Award at last rnonth's ennuar convenCion of the ABAin orrando, Flor ida,  r r11 do ""  ror . - -" i  asked Ms. wEisenhaus howwe night arrange for a story auoui judiciai slrection anddiscipl ine i "  .  .  

- - ; ""  
enthusj_ast icresponse was that she naa 

-uEEn-wEnTing 
Eo do a story aboutjudic iar  independence ana-the r . ike i "d-ru= pranning to speak withyou about it. For that p_urpose, r gave her two of cJA,sbrochures--one for herself arid dn. 

-ror-"orr.

Another is enclosed.
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Yours for  a qual i ty judic iary,

€tery2 €..R-=Sssoqn\f
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l  Accountabi l i ty ,  fnc.

Encrosures: (11 unresponded-to 6/Lr/s6 ltr to Nys senate(2') unresponded-to 6-/L2'/g6 rtr to lai"nu.r Finnegan(3) 8/22/95 ltr to t ' todern Courts
(acknowledged, but never responded_to)(4) CJA brochure


