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Enclosed is the State Judicial Screening Committee's December lo, 2002"written report" for Senator Lack, which you faxed me, in which the second
sentence reads "On this day, the candidate appeared before the Committee..."
What time was that appearance, such that there was time enough for the Judicial
Screening Committee to get out its "wriffen report" to the Governor, whose
press release of the nomination is also dated December 10,2002? And what
time did the press release go out?

Also enclosed is a list for 1999, 2000, and 2001, conelating the 30 "wriffen
reports" for Court of Claims and interim lower court nominees - obtained from
the Governor's office pursuant to CJA's March 30, 2001 FOIL request - with
the materials obtained from the Senate Judiciary Committee two weeks ago -
pursuant to CJA's December 19,2001FOIL request.

There is ONLY one other nominee whose "written report" of the judicial
screening committee bears the SAME date as the date of the Governor's
nomination and that is for Kathleen R. DeCataldo. For your convenience,
enclosed is a copy of that "wriffen report'', which is from the Third Departrnent
Judicial Screening Committee, along with the materials pertinent thereto
obtained from the Senate Judiciary Committee.

In checking the nomination/confrmation documents, rather than my lis! I found
I had made a typographical error in a date, the result of which was that I
mistakenly believed that, as to one nominee, the "written report' of the
screening committee was months after the nomination. I was wrong.

Finally, I think it would be most useful if in addition to reading my ll-page
letter to the Senate leadership, you peeked into the box of substantiating
documentation - and began reading the first page and a half of the very firsi
document: my April 18, 1996 leffer to Senate Judiciary Committee Counsel
David Gruenberg.
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New York State Judicial Screeniug Comnrittee
C'hairperson ; Paul Shechtman

December 10,2002
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ueGeorge E. Pataki
Govemor, State ofNew York
Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Appoinrmont Report /
Applicant: Jarnes J, Lack /

/
The New York State Judicial scrooning Committee roviowed the q/alificarions of James J. Lack
for a potential appoirttment as a Judge of the Corut of Cllaims Ou this dav candidate

e the Committee. After evaluating the candidate's intellect, judgment,
/bharacter and cxperience the Committee determined that James J. Lack was highly
appointrnent as a Judge of the Court of Clalm.s, Par:agraph A and Non-A.

Since 1979, Mr. Lack has served as a New York State Senator, and since I994 as Chair of the
Senate Comrnittee on the Judiciary. He also seffes as a member of the followrng Committoes:
Codes, Consumer Protectton, Electtons (Chair, 1981-1985), Energy and Telecommunications,
Ethics, Ftnance, Labor (Chair, 1985-1993), and Water Resources. He has been the primary
sponsor of over 400 laws, including the Beverage Deposit Container Act, Workers Compensation
and Child Labor Reform Act and the Jury Re.fonn Act Sinoe 1982, Senator Lack has also served
as a partner in the firm of Smyth & Lack in Huntington. From 1977 until 1978, he served as
president of the Better Rusiness Bureau of Metropolitan New York. From 1974 until 1977,he
served as Commissionet of the Suffolk County Consumer Affairs Department. From 1972 until
1974, he served as a Suffolk County Princi.pal Assistant Distnct Attomey. From l9T0 until
1972, he served as Counsel to the New York State Consumer Protection Bogrd.

Senator Lack serves as a menrber of the New Yor.k State Bax Association, Suffolk County Bar
Associatiou, and is a tnember of the Board of Directors of the State and Local Legal Center.

Senator Lack serrred in the New York Army National(-iuard from 1969 until l97Z ufithe New
York Air National Guard from 1972 until I.974 and received an honorable discharge. He is a
graduate of the lJniversity of Pennsylvania (8.A., 1966) and Fordharn lJniversitv School of Law
(J.D.,  1969).



GOVERNOR NOMINATES SENATOR LACK TO SER\IE ON COURT OF CLAIMS page I of 2

FOR.IMMEDIA'TERILEASE: -A
December IO,2OO2 Ww

GOVERNOR NOMINATES SENATOR LACK TO SERVE ON COT'RT OT'
CLAIMS

Highly Qualified, Experienced Attorney Nominated to Sene on the Court in Long Island

Governor George E Pataki today nominated Senator James J. Lack as a Judge ofthe Court of Claims.
The State Judicial Screening Committee found him highly qualified to serve i a Judge ofthe Court of
Claims based on his intellect, judgment, temperament, charicter and experience. Thelappointment is
subject to Senate confirmation.

"Jim Lack is uniquely qualified to serve on our Court of Claims by virtue of his extraordinary intellect,
voluminous knowledge of the law and his more than two decadejof service as a member ofihe
Senate, including his zuperb stewardship as Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, and his wealth of
91erie19e for thirty years in the private practice of law," Governor Pataki said. nI am pleased that this
highly gifted and dedicated legislator will continue to serve the people of New york and I am
confident he will continue to do so with great distinction as a -i.ber of the judiciary."

Senate Majority Leader Joseph L. Bruno said, '}.[ew York State is fortunate to have a rnan of Jim
Lack's character and intellect serve on the Court of Claims. Jim has worked diligently representing the
people of Suffolk County as a member of the State Senate for more than twenty years, and has bin
an exernplary Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee for the last nine. While his extraordinary
knowledge and experience will be sorely missed among his colleagues, it is the people ofNew york
that will benefit greatly from his intense dedication, his-integrity "ia ni. knowledgcof and ,"rp""i fo,
the law."

Chief Administrative Judge Jonathan Lippman said, "I can think of no other more qualified candidate
than Senator James Lack for appointment to the bench. As Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee
for the last nine yea^rs, Senator Lack has been a stalwart champion of the courts, and he is held in the
highest regard by those of us in the judiciary who have had thi privilege of working with him. His
encyclopedic knowledge of the courts and his keen understandig of the role ofjuJges in our system
of government make him uniquely suited to this new challenge in his career. I wltcome him to ihejudiciary and look forward to working with him in the years ihead.',

Senator Lack was nominated to fill a vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Leonard Silverman
and is for a term expiring on March 22,2003. 

- e

Senator Laclg who will hear civil cases on Long Island, has served in the New york State Senate
since 1979, and as Chair of the of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary since 1994. Since 19g2, he
has been engaged in the private practice of law as a partner in the firm of Smyth & Lack in
Huntington. From 1977 until1978, he was president ofthe Better Business Ii.,r.u., of Metropolitan
New York. From 1974 until 1977,he served as Commissioner of the Suffolk County Consumer
Affairs Department. From 1972until l974,he served as a Suffolk County Principal Assistant District
Attorney. From 1970 until 1972,he served as Counsel to the New York Stut" Con.,rmer protection
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COMMITTEE AGEIYDA

SENATE STANDING COMMITIEE ON JI,DICIARY
Senator James J. Lack, Chair

. l:fi1pM, Monday, May 16, 2OO0
Room tg4 CAp

fire committee witl consider the following nominations.
Kathleen R- DeCataldo of Niskyuna a Judge of the Family Co*l for the County of Schenectad,r .
Annette L. Guarino of Rye as a Judge of the Family Cour-t fpr the County of W-estchester
Cierald v. Hayes of Poughteepsie as a Judge of the Dutchess county court

Print€d Sponsor
No.

t ,
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Third Department Judicial Screening Committee
Chairperson: Dale M. Thuil lez

Apri l  19,2000

George E. Pataki
Govemor, State of New York
Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Appointment Report
Applicant: Kathleen R. DeCataldo

The Third Department Judicial Screening Committee reviewed the qualifications of Kathleen R.
DeCataldo for a potential appointment to the office of Judge of the Family Court of Schenectady
CoLrnty. On this day, the candidate appeared before the Committee. After evaluating the
candidate's intellect, judgment, temperament, character and experience the Committee
determined that Kathleen R. DeCataldo was highly qualified for appointment to the office of
Judge of the Family Court of Schenectady County.

Since 1988, Ms. DeCataldo has been engaged in the private practice of law, concentrating in
Family Court matters, matrimonial and public sector labor relations. Since that time she has also
served as a Law Guardian.

Ms. DeCataldo serves as a member of the Schenectady County Bar Association, Capital District
Women's Bar Association, and the Family Law and Labor and Employment Law Sections of the
Nerv York State Bar Association, She also serves as a member of the Board of Directors of the
Larv, Order and Justice Center and the Child Guidance Center.

She is a graduate of the State University of New York at Stony Brook (8.S., 1978) and Albany
Larv School of Union University (J.D., 1988).
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COMMITTEE VOIING AI'ID ATIEI\IDANCE RECORI)
SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

Senator James rI. Lack, Chair
May 16,2000

VOTINGRESIJLTS

YOTING AYE
TOTALSI NAY

Action Taken

Vodng Codes: AYE - Yes; NAY - No; AYE WiR - Aye without Recornendation; Ex - Excused; ABS - Absent; ABT - Abstairr
Acdon Codes: FIRST - First Report; Special - Special Report; W/A - With Amendments; RC - Report & Comrnit;

Finafized - Actions: 05/1#2000 03:45 PM Voting: 05/15/2000 03:45 PM

Submitted to Journal Oert's Office By:

Agenda 6; Page 1 of 1



i A message {rom the Governor

". ;;ffi;-;;d read in the woros

U;/ollowtnS $tute of 9eb Dorh

Confumed

f|J0tctARl

l9 i i :lln $.engte,

(L.s.)
I II.J SENATE
lcgNFtRMlD MAY 1 Sm00

/s/ George E. Pataki f,Atr
TARI.EY

The following nominetion was reccived from the Govemor and confirmed by the Senate:

$tste of frtft Porh
@xecutibe [,tsflmber

.April 19,2000

TO THE SENATE:

I hereby nominate as a Judge of the Family Court
for the County of Schenectady

KATHLEEN R. DECATALDO

of Niskayuna, for a term expiring on December 31, 2000.
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t/20/99

319/99

4l13/99

4lt2/99

slrT/99

6122/99

7lr3/99

r2lr4l99

James T. Hayden

Felix I. Catena

IohnD. Austin
Arthur M. Diamond
Peter M. Forman
Joel B. Gewanter
W. Howard Sullivan

Stephen W. Cass

John V. Centra
Joseph K. West

Susan Phillips Read
Anthony F. Marano
J. Timothy Breen

Louis C. Benza
James T. King

Robert E. Miller
Lawrence A. Sardelli
Richard A. Molea
Alton R. Waldon, Jr.

l/8/99 to Co. Ct-Chemung

2ll/99 to Co. Ct-Montgomery

Sll}/gg to Co. Ct-Warren
3/25199 to Co. Ct-Nassau
3125/99 to Family Ct-Dutchess
3/26199 to Co Ct-Nassau
3/10199 to Co. Ct-Chenango

41 12199 to Surrogate's Ct-Chautauqua

4123199 to S.Ct-5th Jud. Dist
516199 to S.Ct-9ft Jud. Dist l4lt3lgg reportl

5/26/99 to Ct of Claims [4/5/99 report]
5ll8l99 to S.Ct-lOn Jud. Dist l4/l3lg9 reportl
5/18199 to Family Ct-Waren l5l3l99 reportl

6117l99 to S.Ct-12h Jud. Dist l6lt'lgg reportl
6129199 to Co. Ct-Jefferson 16/24199 reportl

Il/22199 to Co. Ct-Putnam 19/21/99 reportl
12/9/99 to Family Ct-Oneida [t2lll99 reporr
*617199 to Ct of Claims l4l5l99 reportl
*617199 to Ct of Claims 14/5199 reportl

t2l3l/99

r2/3v99

r2l3r/99
t2/3r/99
t2t3r/99
r2/3U99
r2/3r/99

t2/3t/99

r2/3v99
t2/3r/99

3lt7l08
t2/3U99
t2l3v99

6l17l99
r2l3U99

t2l3ll00*
t2/3t/00*
3/31/06
t2/3v07



David M. Brockway
Martha Walsh Hood
Glbert L. Abramson

Kathleen R. DeCataldo
Annette L. Guarino
Gerald V. Hayes

Carol Savits Klein

David D. Egan
Alphonse M. Naclerio
Thomas H. Scuccimarra

Margaret L. Clancy
Anthony I. Gacobbe
Guy James Mangano, Jr.
Stephen J. Mignano
Norman I. Siegel
Richard Sise
Leslie Crocker Snyder
Lewis Bart Stone

Elma A. Bellini
Arthur M. Diamond
Anne G. Feldman
John P. Lane
Christopher J. Mega
Sara S. Sperrazza

Edward D. Burke

Victoria A. GrafiFeo

2/18/00 to Family Ct-Chemung
2/16100 to Family Ct-Onondaga
3/2/00 to Family Ct-Saratoga

5/23/00 to Family Ct-Orange ISl3lOO reportJ

3/31/00 to S.Ct-7h Jud. Dist [3/8/00 report]
4127100 to Co. Ct-Weschester [8/10/99 report]
3/15100 to Co. Ct-Putnam l9lZU99 reporrl

3130/00 to Ct of Clums l4l5/99 reportl
5/30100 to Ct of Claims [2116100 report]
5130100 to Ct of Claims [4/5/99 report]
5130100 to Ct of Claims [2/16/00 report]
5/30100 to Ct of Claims [9/13/99 report]
5/30/00 to Ct of Claims [9/13/99 report]
2/16100 to Ct of Claims 1416199 reportl
5/30100 to Ct of Claims

5l3ll00 to Co. Ct-Monroe [4/27/OO report]
5/31/00 to Co. Ct-Nassau
5l3ll00 to S.Ct-2nd Jud. Dist [5/5/00 report]
5l3ll00 to S.Ct-8h Jud. Dist L4t27lOO rlportl
5l3l/00 to S.Ct-l't Jud. Dist [51S/OO report]
5l3ll00 to Co. Ct-Niagara [3/8/00 report]

5130100 to Ct of Claimsl2/t6100 reportl

ll/2/00 to Ct of Appeals

t2/3rloo
t2/3r/00
t2/3r/00

Slrs/00

5/23/00

513v00

617100

6/7/00

6122/00

rr/29/00

4/19/00 to Family Ct-schenectady 14/19/00 reportl* \Z/3I/OO
4 /29 / 00 to Family ct-westchester I I 2/ I 2/00 reporl] t2/3 | loo
3l3l/00 to Co Ct-Dutchess [3/l/00 report] t2l3t/00

t2l3t/00

r2/3r/00
t2/3r/00
t2/3r/00

r2l3v04
r2/3r/04
5t29t0l
3lt3t02
313v02
v22/04
313v06
8t26t00

t2t3vol
t2/3v00
t2/3v00
t2t3U00
r2/3U00
r2t3v00

6t30t08
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2001 (26) Name Annt'd/Reapnt'd Exoiretion

4/310r 3/27101to Family Ct-Broome I3lZUOtl t2/3U01
3127/01to Co. Ct-Madison [3lTtlot report] tLl3ll}l
3/27/01 to Family Ct-Schenectady [3/B/Ot report] t}l3t/Ol

sl8l0r

sl22/Ol

6/12/Ol

6t19/01

6/20/01

812l0r

l0/15/01

Robert J. Madigan, Jr.
Dennis K. McDermott
Eli I. Taub

Iohn M. Czygier,Jr.
Judith E. Samber
Thomas H. Scuccimarra

Albert J. Emanuelli
Renee F. Minarik

Robert A. Spolzino

Caesar D. Cirigliano
Joseph Fisch
Richard M. Klein
Richard C. Kloch, Sr.
Martin Marcus
Charles J. Tejada
Lawrence J. Tonetti

Edward D. Carni
Michael A. Corriero
Dora L. Iizarry
S. Michael Nadel
Mario J. Rossetti
Edward A. Sheridan
Rena K. Uviller
William A. Wetzel

Carolyn Geller

Robert J. Collini

4l26l0t Surrogate's Ct-Suffolk l2l l4/ol
4l24l0l to Co.Ct-Allegany
4/24101to Ct of Claims [416/Ot report]

4l24l0l to Ct ofClaims
4/24101to Ct of Claims

5l30l0l to S.Ct-9h

6/l2l0t to ct of claims
611210l to Ct of Claims
611210l to Ct of Claims
6113l0l to Ct of Claims
6/1210l to Ct of Claims
6/1210l to Ct of Claims
6ll2l0l to Ct of Claims

5ll5/01to S.Ct-56
6112/01to Ct of Claims
6/12101to Ct of Claims
6ll2l0l to Ct of Claims
6ll2l0l to Ct of Claims
6/12/01to Ct of Claims
6/12101to Ct of Claims
611210l to Ct of Claims

7/25lol to S.Ct-l 16

8123l0l to S.Ct-2d

reportl 12/31/01
r2/3v01
3t3v06

6t30t08
r2/3v08

t2/3r/01

8t26/09
6/30108
8/26t09
l2l3U04
6/30t08
6130/08
8126109

t2Rvor
6/30/08
8/26/09
8123109
8/26109
8/26109
8/26/09
6t30t08

r2l3r/01

r2l3r/0r


