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Chairman James F. Gill
First Departnent Judicial Screening Committee
c/o Robinson, Silverman, pearce, .{ronsohn & Berman
1290 Avenue of the Americas
New Yorlg New york 10104

RE: (l) on-the-Bench Misconduct 
fv Annellate Division, First DepartmentJustices Milton L. williams, Richari T Andrias, ;; John T. Buckley,Disqualifying Them from consideration r"r appJ"t"ent as presiding

l1.s,j": of the Appellate Division, First Departmr"'r, ar,a(2) Informational Requests 
- E -- -------:' Br

Dear Chairman Gill:

A front-p4ge item in today's New York Law Jgqrnal reports that the First Deparfinent Judicialscreening committee will be int"*i"*ing *Iflil ro, n" position orpresiding Justice of theAppellate Division, First Departrnent thiJrhuruauy GJibit . A._ r,,)

The four candidates identified include Appellate Division, First Department Associate JusticeMilton L' williams, who is described 
T 3ft.rv bading;ntendef', and Appeilate Division, FirstDepartment Associate Justices Richard r. anarias *a"rot n T. Buckley, who are categorized as"other potentially strong candidates',.

As you and other members of the First Departnent Judicial 
lcregnins committee know from pastcorrespondence going back to the earliest days of Govemor pataki's p'".--*iJudicial screeningcommitteest, our non-partisan, non-profit citizensi organization, the center for JudicialAccountability' Inc' (cJA), is a credible source of adverseinformation concerning the fitness of

t sb'' inter alia,cJA's June 12, lggT letts,enclosing our June 2,lggTletter to Gwernor patala. AIso,cJA's JuIy 25' 1997 letter to yqr ard ficllow-up fa*es, ran"miuirrg fu*rr-r"ry materiars relating to the unfitnessof Supreme court Justices Hirman cahn and stephen G. C**E "r"uation to the Appellate Division.
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Please be advised that Justices Williams, Andrias, and B.uckley have each derronstrated theirabsolute unfitness for anyjudicial offrce uy ""-n G*i misconiuct ,o *io* as to warrant theirrenroval from the bench' Their misconduct *u*a -tr" yo intqgrarty-related appeal soMichaetMantell v' New York state commission on Judicial conauctts. 6t.nw-co. #10g655/gg) andEleru Futh kssower' coordinqtor o{rh, c*t inrlii"ar_Accowtabiliu, Inc., actingprc bonopublico v' commission on Judicial conduct oftii stiloru*rotf (s. Cl6ry co. #1085 5r/g9),
;ffj#:ilXXf 

o* heard toeether, but bv re€Non of the -isconduct oiiurti*. wlriams and

Each of these appeals was of franscending importance 
to the people of this state. Eachestablished, bv docyTentarv prooq th" "omrit;;;;; sore stare.g;; "hurged with the dutyof protecting the public fiom midnd":, oJ ;;j**;, covered up 6y factually false, fabricaed,and legally insupportable lower court decisions jthe"sut:"", 

of the;r*l;. Indee4 each appealestablished that the fraudulent lower court decisions were part and parcer of systemic judiciar and
f;ilffH#rTff:ion 

in which New York's most p"*"rr"r teadeis are compricitous - Govemor

The response ofJustices williams and Buckley, and, therederof Justices williams and Andriasto these important' politically-explosive "9n"uri which, if adjudicated with passlng respect for thedocumented frctsand controlling black-ietter r"*, *""ra have had ,""o. "i-inal repercussionson Governor Pataki' was to utt"tly comrpt the appellat" pro""rr. This included jettisoning ALLadjudicative standards and anything resemblini tn. rule of law in connection with dispositivethreshold motions in each of these 6o*rr Th; *,r"Jora motionq ,^rrro* *prrr purpose wasto safeguard the integrity of the tpp.u"tr process, were each deried,'witiii-teasons ornnaings;,in the same decisions as affirrndthe lo*Lr rourra."iJonr. surt, affirmance decisions madenofindings based on the record and neveridentified and discussed a single one of the appellants,appellate argum{ 
.rn facg they went beyond "ufii...r.e" 

so as to-insulate the commissionfrom further legal challenge' Th{ bv bal.dJ; pr","Jing tiat the appelrants iu"t"a standing to suethe commission - a pretens e not adopted by eithe, orit " "ppealed-from lower court decisions.
consistent with lpc of Govemor Pdaki's Executive order #10.1, prohibiting the committee from"pass[ing] on the qualifications of any candidate until after a thoroughinqui.y h* been made bythe committee and its staff', and section vIII, II4 ;i,rr"-uniro.tn Rules foiGovemor pataki,sJudicial Screening committees, requirine. "l ,r,o*giin.,r.rtigution of.ach candidate,,, thecommittee and/or its staffare ouiigut"d to Jbtain r"nrr"?i"r"rmat[n .b;;th" "ffrcial misconductof Justices williams, Buckley, "ia arrari* in t taniti'v. commirsion ii Erena sassower v.Commission.
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I am able to provide direct' firct'hand testimonyon the subject - and to substantide same withredilyverifiable doqmentary Proof from b"rh;pp*r" uA ,.qu;rt, l-*itt irrediately fax thecommifree the pertinent excerpts t o^u**tt n. ioiiission and'Erena furrorrrr. commissionpertaining to the misconduct of Justices wiui.-t-;";% 
Td Ardd; we, as prepare a fulrcopv of the record of these appeals for transmriJ i" h; co-.itt"I l-m"., - incruding inparticular' the dispositive threshold motiont. I"d*dl courd u" ut n. Cor,,'it o,, ofiices witha copy of the record by 9:00 tomorrow morning. Meantimg Ienclose a copy of trre two fra'dulent

ffi|rffi"ft#,t}fl.;'-fi No'n"'bJ 20: zrxx.ana oec.*ue,-i5, 2m r &JsnkJa,^,
Insofar as today's ilun in the Law Journal speculates 

f p g: newly-creded 166 seat in theAppellate Divisioq rittt otpattil@t'itlfiil;jigr".*io 
fintieported in the Dec€rnber26'200l Law Joumal as if itwere some grea-secr€t being 

{scfosed (Exhibit ,,A-2,),please 
adviseas to whether' pursuant to Section vII of me unirorri, Rules roi co.,r"rnor pataki,s Judicialscreening committees' you and Nan weiner, Executive Director of the Governor,s Judicialscreening committee$ "anange[d] 

for broadlldisseminated public notice orthe existence of thevacansy' of the procedure to be followed 6 ;;;rt" candidates to be considered by thecommiffee' and of any date" ' set after which q"otiorJro ."y no ronger be accepted... to ensurethat highly qualified candidates are drawn rro,n " *rr-rotion of the jurisdiction invorved,reflecting a diversity of experienceand backgroundi. 
-rro, 

prease advise is to *h.." this publicnotice was disseminated, the procedures ideitifi"dfb;;;il;:il il.?* set for receipt ofquestionnaires. ^vr q+

As cJA has long 
P qdrpring, witlout success, to obtain a copy of the questionnaires usedby Governor Pdaki's Judicial sct6ing committeer, * "1* request a copy of the questionnaires.

Finally' pursuant to ![6 of Governor Pataki's Executive order #10.1, the members of his Judicialscreening committees are appointedto three-yeart.r-t.subjgct to the provisions of $5 of thePublic officers Law. As it is now ir.. *g #o ,";ri'* March tggl,when appointmentsto the four Departnent Judicial screening co*#", ** made, prease advise as to the currentmembership of the First Department's Judicial screening co..itt.., inrtuling the appointingauthority.

Thank you.

Yorrrsfor a quality judiciarv,
&e-1cieg{W

ELENA RUTH SASSOWEn, Coo.ainator
Center for Judicial Accountabiliry, I;;. (CJA)Enclosures (4)

cc: Nan weiner' Executive Director/Governor pataki's Judicial screening committees
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