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BY JOHT{ CAHER

ALBANY - For tfre second ttme ln
his threeyear administration, Attorney
General Eliot Spitzer has selected a for-
mer U.S. Supreme Court clerk as his
chief appellate litigator.

Mr. Spitzer yesterday announced
that Caitlin J. Halligan, a former clerk
to Justice Stephen G. Breyer, will imme
diately succeed Preeta D. Bansal as
solicitor general. Ms. Bansal, who had
once served as clerk to Justice John
Paul Stevens, resigned to pursue other
opportunities.

"You don't need to be [a former
Supreme Court clerk to serve as solic-
itor generall, but it doesn't hurt," Mr.
Spitzer said yesterday. "lt is certainly
within the legal community one of
those indicia of particular and'uhl{ue
status and I am thrilled that Preeta had
clerked for the Supreme Court and
Caitlin continues that tradition. Caitlin's
legal excellence and the judgment she
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Ms. Spitzerdescribed Ms. Bansal as a
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Solicitor Genqal
Continued from page 1, column 5
"gem" who "did a remarkable job in invig-
orating the office and renewing a repu-
tation for excellence. I am absolutely
thrilled at the work she did and disap
pointed she is leaving, but after 2.5years
she had worked herself to the core."

The Solicitor General, who oversees
a staff of about 100 attorneys and sup-
port personnel, is responsible for appel-
late litigation in both state and federal
courts. Yesterday, in the just-reopened
office of the Attorney General in Man-
hattan, Ms. Halligan had the rare and
coveted luxury of a telephone from
which she could both make and receive
calls. The office opened for the first time
since the attack on lower Manhattan
and staffers were still largely commu-
nicating via cellular phones.

Ms. Halligan said her goal "is to con-
t inue the work the off ice has done in
developing a high cal iber appellate
practice in the state and federal courts."
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