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Cnnrnn fo, JuotcrAr, AccouNTABrLrry, trrc.
P.O. Box 69, Gedney Stotion
Whilc Plains, New York 10605-0069

TeL (914) 421-1200
Fax (914) 42&4994

ELIdt iu*atd@rcle?,
lYd !frc: wtt$juQatdt ug

BY FAX: 212-949-8864 (7 paees)

October 9,2001

New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct
801 SecondAvenue
New York, New York I 001 7

ATT: Gerald Stern, Administrator and Counsel

RE: Pertinent Disclosure in Connection with my August 17,2Wl Motion,
inter alia, for Special Assignment/Iransfer of Appeal in Eleno Ruth
fussower, Coordinator of the Centerfor Judicial Accountabilifit, Inc.,
actingprc bono publico v. Commission onJudicial Conduct ofthe State
of New york (Ny co. #99-108551; Appeflate Division, First
Department: November Term)

Dear Mr. Stern:

Your failure to submit an affidavit of your own in opposition to my August 176
motion has deprived me of valuable information, which the ethical duty of candor
may have otherwise compelled you to include. For example, your biography in the
Commission's Annual Reports states that prior to your being "-ptoy"a-as the
commission's Administrator since its inception you were ..Director 

of
Administration of the courts, First Judicial Department".

As this is plainly relevant to my request for special assignment of the appeal or
transfer to the Appellate Division, Fourth Department -a fot disclosure, based,
inter alia, on the appearance that the Appellate Division, First Department is
compromised by "relationships with, and dependencies on, the persons and entities
whose misconduct is the subject of this lawsuit or "*por"d thereby'', please
immediately advise as to the dates of your employment with the Appellate Division,
First Department.
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According to . . . And Justice For All" ttre 1973 r€,port of the Temporary Commission on
the State Court Systenl chaired by former Stati Senator D. Clinton Dominick,

*In 1968, the appellate division of the first deparrnent created a
judiciary relations committee composed of two supreme court
justices, a lawyeq and one judge each from the famiiy, civil, and
criminal courts. The director of administration for the firstdeprtment semes as executive secretary of the committee, and all
complaints concerning judges in the first departnent are forwarded
to him. He dismisses most of them because, on their faces they
concern the substantive merits of cases. The remainder arl
investigated by the director's staff... " (part II, at p. 5g, emphasis
added)

Pleasc confirm the dates during which you served as Executive Director of the
Appellate DMsion, Fint Deparhnent's Judiciary Relations Committee. please also
advise whether now Appellate Division, Second Department Justice Stephen Crane- whose judicial misconduct as Administrative Judge is a threshold issue on the
appealr and was the subject of a faciaily-meritoioz,s March 3, 2000 judicial
misconduct complaint2 -- w€rs ever part of your Appelrate Division, First
Department investigative staff. As set forth atll73 of my affidavit in support of my
motion, Justice Crane worked at the Appellate Division, First Departnent for 13
years' from 1966-1979, as Senior Law Assistant and Chief Law Assistant.
Inasmuch as the Appellate Division, First Department is a small place, you and
Justice Crane presumably were not only professional colleagues, butdeveloped ties
of friendship with each other - as likewise with Appellate Division, First
Department justices.

Additionally, please advise as to the nalnes of the members of the Appellate
Division, First Department's Judiciary Relations Committee - whose membership

/23

: - .sbe my Appellant's Brief: erstion I of my..euestions present€d,, (at p. l) and point
I of my "Argument" (at pp. 39-41).

AdTinisqative Judge Crane is Exhibit *M-1" to my affidavit in support of nry August l7bmotion. The Commission's unlawful dismissal of thai mmplaing with'out invatigation: iitt ortreasons, urd'without determination or even disclosure of the conflict of interest iJsues involved,is Exhibit "M-2" thereto.
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increased in 1972, according to page 2 of your article, ,,The state commission on
Judicial conduct: A New Approach to an Ancient problem,, (Swacuse Law
Review, Vol 28: l-12 (t977)).

As the publicly-available records of the Appellate Division, First Depar6nent,s
Judiciary Relations Commifree - especially its written procedures setting forth the
standard for investigation based onfacial menl -wouli appear to be quiie relerrant
to the appeal, please advise as to whether the Commission has these records - and
whether I may arange an appointment to inspect and copy them, pursuant to
F.O.I.L. (Article 6 of the public Offrcers Law).

Finally, enclosed is my letter of today's date to Solicitor General Halligan.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

/zl

€Qnq
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Enclosure

cc: Attorney General Eliot Spitzer [By Fa,x: 212_416_g139l
solicitor General caitlin Halligan [By Fax: 212-416-63s0]
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/- JuDrcrAL AccouNTABrLrry, rNC.

P.O. Box 69, Gedney Slation
l{hite Plains, New Yor* 10605-0069

Tel: (914) 421-1200
Fax: (914) 428-4994

E-m a I I : j udgew at c h@ao l. com
We bs i te : www judgewatch. org

FAX COVER SHEET

This fa,x transmission consists of a totat of 7 page(s) inctuding this cover page. If you have not
received all the pages, please call (914) 421-1200.

DArE: to/g /o r rrME:79f,6q,+ FAX #: 2/ ?*- // G - 8'/.?7

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator

NOTE: Ihe information herein contained is PIIIVILEGED AND CONqDENmAL, intendedfor
the use of the intended recipient, nanted above. If you are not the intended recipient, an agent or
an employee respottsible for delivering this doamtent to the intended recipieit, you are-hereby
notified that ory disseminatiott or copying of this document or the information coniained herein, is
strictly prohibited. If you have received lhis facsimile in error, please notify us immediately by
telephone at the above indicated telephone nunrber and retum the originalfacsimile to us at tie
above address by mail. You will be reimbursedfor all costs incurred. Thank you!

Cnxrtn 7n+ Juotcw, AccounraBtltry, tr.tc. rs a naliottal, non-partisan, non-profit citizens,
organization documenting how judges break the law and get a*oy iith it.

fae.-pra-.T
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