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November 13,2@0

Justice Victoria A. Graffeo
Appellate Division, Third Department
Justice Building Room 310
Capitol Stdion, P.O. Box 72gg
Albany, New York 12224

Chairman fames J. Lack
Senate Judiciary Committee
The Capitol, Room 413
Albany, New York 12247

RE: The Public's Right to "Hear" and ..Be Heard', at the upcoming
senate Judiciary committee confirmation Hearing on rusiJ

Dear Justice Grafho and Chairman Lack:

Enclosed are copies of CJA's October 16,zoloreport, detailing the Commission
on Judicial Nomination's subversion of the "merit selection" pio""r, to the New
York court of Appeals and cJA's November 13, 2000 report, detailing the bar
associations' compl icity therein.

The Intrroduction and Conclusion of CJA'sNovember 13,2000 report identify that
each ofyou are members of Chief Judge Kaye's Committee to promote public Trust
and confidence in the Legal System and that each of you can powerftrlry
demonstrate your commitment to promoting public trust andconfidence. This, at
the upcoming senate Judiciary committee hearing on Justice Grafleo,s
confirmation, at which Chairman Lack will preside.

BY PRIORITY MAIL



Justice Gratreo/Chairman Lack P4ge Two

Yours for a quality judiciary,

CJA calls upon Justice Graffeo, who aspires to sit on our State's highest courq 3odemonsfate her fitness for such public offir. by puuinj aside her sub*antial self-interest in favor of the public interest. To that end, shJmust insist that ChairmanLack not "ram through" her Senate confirmation as he "rammed through- JusticeRosenblatt's senate confirmation in r99g: by a no-notice, by-inrritition*nry,
confirmation hearin& ar which no opposition testimony was;;ilJr lii, r,*duty - as likewise chairman Lack's - to ensure the public of a meaningfuropportunity to "hea/'and "be heard" d the oonfirmation h;ting. Likewise, it is herduty - as well as Chairman Lack's - to publicly address the serious issuesputioularized by CJA's reports as to the comrption oitt " "merit selection -p**
to our State's highest court. This includ"t th" threshold issue as to *hetier tr,eCommission on Judicial Nomination's october 4, 2000 report conforms with therequirement of Judiciary I"aw $63.3 lhat it contain ,findings relating to oeclElacter, ternperamen! professional aptifude, experience, quarincations and fitnessfor office of each candidate who is r@ommended to th. ;;;";p-;; ir'no,whether the Senate may laurfully proceed with confirmation, over public objectionas presented by CJA's October 16,20OO report.

Nowrnber 13,2W

8(zaq<
ELENA RUTH SASSOWE& Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Enclosures:
(l) cJA's october 16, 2000 report with ftee-standing Ffle Forders *A- and *B,,
(2) CJA's November 13, 2000 report
(3) CJA's informational brochure with insert "An Appeal to Faimess: Revisit theCourt ofAppeals", Letter to the Editor, Ny post, i.iiZADg

This is highli&tod by Extribits "A-l'and *A-2'to cJA,s octob€r 16, 2000 r€port,*lti:h .: I-o_l1dnely, cJA's L,ett€r to the Editor, ,,,ln rlpp"iiii Fairness: Revisit the courtof Appeals" ODLPQ$t, l2l28lg8),and CJA's March ze , igggethics comptaint (at pp.2l-22).
'� Emphasis added.
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