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spitzer,sefs up Irnit to Inaestigate
Both state and Locar conuption

1 companies, al lows the attornev oor_
I erar'toinie;;;;,il,3,jJ,iiiil"'il: Neut yorh Attorney :ill,Tf:T"ilT'Ji,**i**j:l
I ::Iljl,. :t trade..Anotherui"iui!, -._--

I I,l''Ji,lil,:',iTT,1|;#i";I[pT General's of;fice. ]"{i9 g*,,".s or the state consritu.
I T:"yg. .misapprojiiot"o sovern_
I  ment funds. bv'Lr"- 
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someone's l iberty - that shoutd not
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to trigger apio;;;il;;J';:::1""'i:: "tto .ut:.",:.,3.,1^1.!:l "i'rr"rri"", seek out " .o." visibre rore, and inunit would ri.ouuurv .onceir,;;,:'il ab^out luris<.liction and abolt "how many cases, those hotding the officeefforts outside New vo.r< ciiv rre- 1I" 
th9l,g31p--to.define tt" ole.; nau".rro.en'ro".itt. issues or areascause there was alreadv u g.Lolu. of malfeasance to target in-ii"ir of law to ;;;;;r", Irke consumeramount of oversight "oni"rnfng i i iv rnquiries. protection.

Sovernment' Gerald Benjamin, dean of the col- Mr. spitzer is already involved in
::.",l::ii11!i!Ffi]lr U:'lll"H"; fffi:l;il',?Ji:#"'#'li'T"" one high-pror,,J*:,:*"rining the igeneral's traditional role, accordin g vattz,raio tt ot nytuw,',;itie;;";;"y crime enforcemJnt methods. That I
to sovernmenr experts. 
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citv Police Department's. q;;; I
-..',tu,i;;;.ilililic,, innovative f,?i:i;,.J,il,,;"#,1""*,,:ijtii;iai Uj::liru'iiilj,"u conducted b; Istep"'said Richa.d p. ruatnan, airecl i" .r"il ,1,r. Division. ,Ji'r"ti"u"i.l!n1{ 
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diction over most state crimes, and the stateInspecfor general has the authority ;;1,;;;:tigate corruption in state agencies.
, Bur Mr. Spitzer sa,d rhaiin;olr" .ur"r,local prosecutors rniglrt not have tfr" t irn. o"Jthe resources to dev6te to corruption inv"#tigations. In other cases, he Ji;,;;; i l :tors may find it difficult to Oistande itreil_selves from the agcncies ",il;;i""#id:
t ton.

. .  
" l l  is  in l lx) r ta l r t  to  have i l  s tatc ,widc e l l l i tvtlrat cxaril irres Lhese issues,,, i4..-!;;;;r.said.

_^l*"r Pope, special counsel to the Attor-ney General, wilt lread rt " p"Uf i. ' int"giityunjt, and Will iam Casey, a lormer deputvclrief in the New vork bity poii."';#".i
menr, wil l be its chief i i lue.ti lotoi. i l i . .
S:::I_i: already chief investigator for Mr.sprtzer's office.

r^Y.l: lpi,l"r said rhe unit had atreadvDegu,n inquiries into possible pi"Uf",irlli
two, local government agencies.

r.ncre ts no state law that specificallvautlrorizes the attorney g"nu.ur io'opu.it'i
lL?] i" "o.Tyqtion un i t,"bit rra.. pobeGii'r, ilo.rrice would be able to exercise .iu.i.Ji.ti"nthrough a variety of existing"i;;;. ' ;;;
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unit to Inaestigate State and Local conuption
corrrrunar'r-rp.rg"sr - 

.Mr. BenJamin, who has written
statute, used to o."u"n, orficiarb 

Spitzer pursues a 1u"1i11"i'iliitiiu"tto.nuvgenerar

:'"H#i"",:f,"Tl,,n:1,,i.j:1,.::* !?w role for the i::iii!r,?l?,il,Ti,l,1;"'il1r"i;',I

By JOtiN SULLMN

,Seeking to carve out a new role for hisoffice, State Attorney c"nu.of niiot' i .Spitzer-said yester<Iay that t " t-ru,t .*"?aTteanl of prosecutors io investigate g*;;;meftal corruption at the locai ;,r;";i;i;level.
Mr. Spitzer sai(l thcnot uy "iiy pu#;i ";':,ST;, ;;: 

'l:il['i
sense that the state shoulcl <lir ir i;; ' ; ;r r r rnbat  corrupt iorr . , ,Cyrr ic isnr  * i , f ,  i " rp" . ito.go-vernntent t l lese days derives f.orn tfr"belief thar there is a iacr oi ,;;;;ii;";;government," he said. ,,Unless *" . in'. i,o*the public that government can in fact berun horrestly antl forthriglrtly, we ;u;,;;overcome that cynicisln.,,

._ 
Law enforcement experls notcd that at_torneys general in New Vorf., *fror.'Jtoi -

tory duries are relatively tirnit"J, ii"* "ft""sought- to expand their powers into newareas,frorn consunrer protection to environ-
f1"l 

issues. But they atso satA a 
-new

rocus.on investigating official .o..upiionraised the possibility 6f conflict witfr 6t-frerlaw enforcement agencies.
. severat agencies already have the powerto investigate wrongtloirrg Uy puUiii oiii_cials. County districi attorneys have .;uris-
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