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December 2,1999

Administrative Judge Stephen G. Crane
Supreme Court/I.{ew York County
60 Centre Street
Room 669
New York, New York 10007

RE: Elena Ruth sassower, coordinator of the center for Judicial
Accountability, Inc., acting pro bono publico, v. Commission on
Judicial conduct of the state qf New York (Ny co.#99-lo855l)

Dear Administrative Judge Crane:

Enclosed is a copy of my letter of today's date to Acting Supreme Court Justice
William Wetzel - the judge you designated for my above-entitled Article 78
proceeding.

I direct your attention, in particular, to pages 9-10 of the letter relating to my
application for Justice Wetzel's recusal and, if that is denied, for disclosure and a
30-day extension of time for me to file a formal recusal motion. Three paragraphs
of those pages refer to you. They are as follows:

"In the event of the court's recusal, I request tha its order of recusal
refer the case back to Judge crane for reassignment. In view of the
appearance and actuality of Judge Crane's owz disqualifuing bias
and self-interes! I hereby request that Judge Crane - to whom a copy
of this letter is being sent -- schedule a conference so that proper
arrangements may be made to ensure that this Article 78 proceeding
is assigned to a fair and impartial tribunal." (p. l0)

"Further, since there is also reasonable question as to the basis upon
which the court was hand-picked for this case by Administrative
Judge Crane, I request information as to the Court's knowledge of
the basis and whether the court apprised the Administrative Judge
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Administrative Judge Crane Page Two December 2,1999

Yours for a quality judiciary,

of any of the aforesaid facts bearing upon the appearance and
actuality of its disqualification for bias and self-inteiest.

Simultaneously, I ask Administrative Judge crane to disclose: the
basis upon which he directed the case to the cour! following Justice
Kapnick's recusal, and whether he knew of its aforesaid
disqualifications. Additionally, I request that he disclose the basis
for his previous direction in this case: taking it away from Justice
carol Huff, to whom it had been randomly assigned following
Justice Tolub's disqualification, and directing it to Justice Zweibel.tr
This includes the legal authority for such actions.,' (p. I l)

&e.'ts€^ZW
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Petitioner Pro Se

Enclosure

cc: Acting Supreme Court Justice William Wetzel
New York State Attorney General Eliot Spitzer
New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct
Proposed Intervenors in instant Article 7g proceeding

against NyS Commission on Judicial Conduct
U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of New york

:i . 
I 

YS -completely unaware of Judge Crane's earlier involvement in this case untilNovernb€r 4- . It was then, 1n nrenarins the procedural history of the four prior judicial recusals
gpearing at page I of my Novernber 5h letter to Justice Kapnick, that I frst learnod that JusticeZweibel had not been randomly assigned upon Justice Tolub's recusal, as I had believed untilthen' Rather, for reasons unknowrl Judge Crane selectod hinq taking the case from Justice Huff,the randomly-assigned judge.

292



Receipt for Certified Mail
No Insurance Coverage provided.
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o complete items 1 and/or 2 for addilional servi@s'

ComPlete items 3,4a, and 4b

o Pdnt your name and adoress on the reverse of this form so ihat we can retum lhis

card to vou.
" i?i"Xi#i"- ,o rhe front ol the maitpiece' or on the back if space do€s nol
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I also wish to receive the follow-
ing services (for an extra fee):

1. E Addressee's Address

2. I Restricted Delivery
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